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growing population desirous of becoming better informed concerning
New Mexico, the need to provide availability to such important material
became apparent.
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ES-KIM-IN-ZIN

Chief of the Pinal and Arivaipa Apaches. Photo taken at
Washington, D. C., in September, 1876, while on a tour
with a party of 20 Apaches under the direction
of John P. Clum, United States Indian Agent
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ES-KIN-IN-ZIN
By

JOHN

P.

CLUM

This was another of those moments in life that one
never forgets. I was up against the real thing, and I began
to consider my chances for success more seriously than I
had done before. The thrill of the adventure had lured
me to the canyon's rim. There ,I stood face to face with
a more or less desperate situation. Everything depended
upon the fidelity of the Apache police. I had been at San
Carlos only about a month. Did I know these Indians well
enough to trust them in such an emergency as this? If
they failed me the agency employes would. doubtless, have
additional gruesome reminiscences with which to regale
my successor. Then, too, I reminded myself that our needleguns were defective. The ejectors were broken, and after
firing a shot the shell had to be forced o~t with a ramrod.
These reflections were by no means reassuring.
But, whatever may have been my thoughts, I did not
hesitate. The undertaking ventured upon must proceed
to a finish. After a brief consultation it was decided
that we would divide our "forces" into four attacking
"columns." Es-kin-os-pas remained with me, while the
other three policemen deployed by circuitous trails so that
we might "surround" the camp of the moonshiners.
While the stalwart three were stealthily moving to
the respective positions assigned them, my dusky retainer
and I crept slowly straight down toward the hooch camp.
When sufficient time had elapsed for our three "co-operat-
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ing divisions" to arrive at the desig'nated points, my side
partner - brave and sturdy Es-kin-os-pas - broke the
stillness of the night with a startling "war-whoop" that
echoed and re-echoed savagely thoughout the wild canyon.
This was the signal agreed upon for the attack. Instantly
our supporting "columns" repeated the "war-cry," and,
judging from the number and quality of the fierce yells
emitted by my grand army, the astonished Indians in the
"tuh-el-pah" camp easily might have imagined that there
were forty - or even four hundred - engaged in this
attack instead of only four- or, I should say - jive, for I
vied in the yelling with the lustiest of the bunch.
Our approach had been so stealthy and the surprise
so complete that the aboriginal brewers had no opportunity
to resist. In an instant they found themselves covered
by five needle-guns in\ the hands of men who looked as if
they were not in a mood to be trifled with. Whether or
not they thought we were supported by reserves I never
knew. The women scampered for the brush and disappeared, but the men stood stolid, austere - seemingly
unperturbed. I thought some of them looked a bit bored
- but even so, that was better than being bored by one
of our 50-caliber bullets. At all events they surrendered
without a kick. Our search for weapons disclosed a few
hunting knives, but no fire-arms.
Having detailed three-quarters of our army to guard
the prisoners, Es-kin-os-pas and I busied ourselves with
emptying the kettles of their precious contents. After
the "still" had been officinllydismantled we lined up our
eleven prisoners (all men) and started on our return march
to the agency, where we arrived during the wee hours of
"the morning after." The prisoners were assigned to
quarters within the temporary guard-house, while all four
divisions of my faithful army bivouaced aL1J).e portal. As
for myself, I found my humble couch most alluring after
the experiences of my first midnight raid with the San
Carlos Apache Police.

"-
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But only a few hours were devoted to rest and sleep for there were matters of vital importance to the new administration demanding our attention that morning. At ten
o'oclock the Apache moonshiners were arraigned before
the Apache Supreme Court. The Chief Justice having
led the raiding party in effecting the arrest of the prisoners,
addressed the court and explained to the Associate Justices
the nature of the charges against the defendants and the evidence offered as proof of their guilt. This statement was unanimously corroberated by the Apache Police Force. Without
hesitation or delay the Apache Supreme Court declared the
Apache moonshiners guilty as charged; sentenced each of
the defendants to a number of days' imprisonment at hard
labor in the Apache agency guard-house, and remanded the
prisoners into the custody of the Apache Police while serving the sentences imposed.
And thus it happened that my first mid-night raid
at the head of this newly organized, experimental Sa.n.
Carlos Apache Police Force yielded important results
which were not only immediate, but most wholesome in
establishing the new administration on a practical and efficient basis. These results were of a three-fold nature.
In the first place, the experiences of that night exerted
a marked influence in establishing mutual confidence between the Apache police and myself. Secondly - and of
the highest importance - was the fact that the raid offered an opportunity for a conspicious demonstration of
the just, swift and effective functioning of the Apache
Supreme Court, - while a third and vital result of this
vigorous prohibition enforcement gesture was its immediate discouraging effect upon the would-be home-brewers.
Assuredly we had "put a crimp in the operations of local
'moonshiners' and 'bootleggers'."
Thereafter offences
against the bone-dry rulf were of rare occurrence, - and
never of an aggravated character.
Es-kin-os-pas was not only a good policeman, but. a
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skilled tailor as well. And, moreover, he was independent
of the foreign markets, as the material for all of his suits
was home-made - from the skin of the deer. I was first
made aware of his skill with the shears and needle when
~ presented me with a. handsome suit of buck-skin, consisting of knee-pants and jacket, heavily fringed and neatly
fitting. I liked the suit immensely and wore it often and have always regretted that I lost it. Not long before
I resigned from the agency a Yavapai Indian artist requested the privilege of placing some decorations on the
suit. I left the suit with him to be "painted," and, when
I left the reservation - forgot it. Hence it is that now
I have only the memory - and three photographs - of the
buckskin suit.
The order releasing Es-kim-in-zin from confinement
as a prisoner at Camp Grant was not issued until October
5, 1874, and about the middle of that month he returned
to his family and people after an absence of nearly six
months. Immediately upon his arrival at San Carlos he
was re-instated as head chief and ever thereafter proved
himself a worthy and faithful friend to me, to his people
and to the peace. His conduct was most exemplary, and
he was foremost among those making strenuous efforts
toward self-support and civilization.
At his request he was given permission to occupy
and cultivate several acres of vacant land on the Rio San
Carlos a few miles from the agency, and he immediately
set to work clearing this land of brush and constructing
a ditch for irrigation purposes. I obtained for him a plow
and a few other necessary farming implements and oc·
casionally loaned him an ox-team from the agency. That
he was fairly successful was demonstrated by the fact that
two years later he sold $65 worth of barley just before he
left with me for the trip to the east.
Occasionally he would make a passing reference to the
massacre of his family at old Camp Grant and his impri-

P. CLUM
(Author of Es-kim-in-zin)
JOHN
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sonment at hard labor in chains at new Camp Grantbut never in bitterness. He had been deeply wronged by
the pale-face, but never by word or act did he indicate
any desire on his part for revenge. He protested that his
heart was not bad toward. anyone; that he wished to forget the past and to think only of the future, meanwhile
doing his best to improve his own condition and that of
his people. He now had another family whom he treated
with marked kindness and all seemed contented and happy.
Doubtless the object of his deepest affection was the little
daughter he had borne away in his arms from that awful
scene of slaughter on the morning of April 30, 187l.
In the varying conditions which prevailed during my
administration Es-kim-in-zin had numerous opportunities
to demonstrate his loyalty, force and courage. During
the week in March, 1875, when the newly arrived Indians
from the Rio Verde reservation seemed determined to resist my authority I found that Es-kim-in-zin had not only
been counseling these Indians in a wise arid diplomatiC
manner, but that he had appointed himself as chief detective and had organized a sort of secret service force
which, on two or three occasions, he had stationed as my
special body-guard where they could render instant assistance in the event of an attack by the rebellious Rio
Verdes. Later when I questioned him regarding the matter he confessed and defended his action by saying there
were bad men among the Rio Verdes and he did not want
to take any chances on having me killed - or even injured.
I shall never forget that Es-kim-in-zin voluntarily faced
the same danger he feared for me - and only a true friend
will do that.
A little later in that same year I took Es-kim-in-zin
with me to Camp Apache when I assumed charge of that
agency, and in the serious and trying complications which
developed there he proved himself a loyal and capable aide
at all times and under all circumstances. These instances

6

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

will serve to indicate the general character of this Apache
chief as displayed within my personal observation and experience, and will help others to understand the ever increasing friendship that existed between us.
From a retrospective viewpoint, the plan for taking a
score or more Apaches on a tour of the east during the
latter part of 1876 seems to me a very bold undertaking,
but at the time the only feature that gave me pause was
the question of finances. The story is worth the telling and
will be entered later in a seperate chapter. The taking
of the Indians was absolutely unauthorized, and I departed
from the reservation without leave. But the feature that
astounds me now is my confident plan to take these "wild
Indians" fresh from their (then) remote Arizona mountain
trails and within a month transform them into effective
actors on the American stage. And yet that plan was actually carried out with fair success in so far as the merits
of our wild west stunts were concerned.
In making up my party for this trip Es-kim-in-zin
was the first Indian invited to go. He was greatly pleased
and entered into the project with his usual enthusiasm.
Throughout the trip he exerted a most helpful influence
in maintaining harmony and good cheer, which was a matter of no small importance. Moreover, he proved himself
an actor of no mean ability.
On our return trip we went from Philadelphia direct
to the end of the railroad at EI Moro, Colorado. One evening as we were passing through a middle western state a
robust conductor entered the car in which the Indians were
traveling. I chanced to be in the car at the time and was
standing with two or three other passengers near the door
through which the conductor entered. He glanced savagely at the Indians and exclaimed: "The - - - - - - - - ' I'd like to have every scalp hanging to my belt."
"Why so ?," I ventured to inquire, "have these Indians
harmed you, or your family or friends·?" "No," he said,

TAH-ZAY

Oldest Son of Cochise and hereditliry chief of the Ch~·
ricahua Apaches. W~nt on trip east with Agent
Clum in 1876. Stricken with pneumonia and
died atWashington, D,C.. October. 1876,
Be was buried in the Congressional Cemetery,
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"they have not, but they are a bunch of blood-thirsty savages, etc." After he had emitted a little more of his rough
stuff, I pointed to Es-kim-in-zin, mentioned the cruel murder of his family and friends, his imprisonment at hard
labor in chains, etc., and then I added: "That man is an
Indian, an Apache - you call him a savage, and yet he
has no desire for revenge; he only wants to forget the past
and live a good and useful life. HE'S THAT KIND OF A
SAVAGE, and has always lived in the Arizona mountains,
while you have enjoyed the advantages of a Christian civilization. What do you mean by 'blood-thirsty'? WHAT
KIND OF A SAVAGE ARE YOU?" The menacing glance
he flashed at me bespoke the hot blood of cruel barbarian
forebears that surged in his veins. "Who has the tickets?",
he snarled. I handed him the tickets and the incident was
closed. '

AN Ap ACHE DIPLOMAT

Soon after our return to the reservation from the visit

to the East an extraordinary situation developed which
afforded Es-kim-in-zin an opportunity to demonstrate his
loyal friendship, as well as his rare tact and effective diplomacy. The episode had to do with a good will visit to the
camp of the Chiricahuas. It will be remembered that
Cochise - the noted war-chief of this sub-division of the
Apache tribe - ,died in 1874, leaving two sons, Tah-zay
and Nah-chee - then in the full strength and vigor of
young manhood. Although brothers, these two young
hereditary Apache chieftains differed widely in build, disposition and personal appearance. Both were tall, but 'l'ahzay's broad and manly frame was well draped with solid
flesh, and he was consistently even-tempered and genial
- in fact, he was an all-round "good mixer," while Nah.chee ~ slim and, angular - was stern and taciturn, with
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a serious cast of countenance and an inclination to haughty
reserve. Included among those who accompanied me on
the eastern trip was the young Chiricahua chief, Tah-zay
- the older of the Cochise boys. While our party was
visiting in the city of Washington Tah-zay developed a
severe case of pneumonia which resulted in his death. He
was buried in the Congressional Cemetery.
It is important now to recall the fact that about two
months prior to starting on the trip to the East I supervised the removal of the Chiricahuas from Apache Pass
to the San Carlos reservation, and that these Indians selected a location for themselves along the Gila river about
twenty miles east from the main agency - where I established a sub-agency for their convenience. This was
in June, 1876.
I returned from the eastern trip just in time to celebrate the first of"the new year (1877) at the agency. Whenever called away from the reservation for any considerable
time it was my habit, upon returning, to visit the several
Indian camps in order to maintain personal contact and
acquaintance with the different bands; to observe their
general condition and attitude; to discuss any complaints
or petitions that might arise, as well as to offer suggestions
for their permanent betterment. .
And so it happened that one bright morning in ,January, 1877, - having invited Es-kim-in-zin and half-adozen other Apache friends at ,San Carlos to accompany
me - I gathered up the reins of a fairly good four-inhand team and drove up to the sub-agency for a little heartto-heart talk with the Chiricahuas. We discussed their
affairs in most friendly fashion, and I was congratulating
myself upon the satisfactory conditions which evidently
had prevailed during my absence, when Nah-chee suddenly
gave a very serious trend to the conference. Until that
moment he had said very little, but I attributed his comparative silence to the habitual reserve of his nature.
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His startling inquiry was in regard to the death of
his brother, Tah-zay. He said I had taken his brother
away in good health and had returned without him; that
he had been told his brother was dead; that he could not
understand why he had died unless someone who had influence with evil spirits had caused his sickness and death,
for all of which he wanted explanation and satisfaction
- and he distinctly intimated that he suspected I was
responsible for the pain he felt in his heart, because I had
taken his brother away when he was young and strong
and well - and had not brought him back.
It was a serious moment. These Indians entertained
dire superstitions. They feared evil spirits that could
cause sickness and death. Their medicine-men were employed chiefly to drive away these unseen sprites - and·
they might kill, without fear of penalty, anyone suspected
of being in league with such unwelcomed visitors from
another world.
Nah-chee had me at a great disadvantage. His audience was in full sympathy with him - both in his bereavement and in his uncanny supersitions. Furthermore, he
had about him a goodly. company of stalwart warriors ready
and willing to do his bidding, while I was alone with my
half-dozen Apache friends from San Carlos.
There was a brief period of ominous silence during
which I was making a frantic mental search for some reply
that would appease - if not satisfy - the dangerous mood
of Nah-chee. But that reply was never uttered. All necessity for a defence on my part vanished in an instant. The
crisis had developed a genuine diplomat in the person of
my staunch and capable friend - Es-kim-in-zin.
Abruptly he began speaking, and in a very grave and
quiet manner he related the details of the illness and death
of Tah-zay. Es-kim-in-zin's natural inclination to stutter
lent an added impressivness to his address. He told of
the wise and serious pale-face medicine-men and the neatly
clad nurses who had attended and watched over the
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sick Indian; of our anxiety because of his illness, and of
our great sorrow when he died; of the manner in which
the bod,'.' was prepared for burial, and of the coffin of
polished wood with its plate and handles of bright silver.
When he described the funeral he became eloquent as he
spoke of the great men who came as a tribute of respect
to the dead Apache. General Howard, who made the tre?ty
of peace with Cochise - the father of the dead man - was
there, and so was the Commissioner of Indian Affairs who
represented the Great White Father at Washington.
There were other great men present whose names he
did not know, but he would always remember the very
good man* who talked about the "Great Spirit," and read
about Him from a book. and told us that He was the God
of the Apache as well as of the white man.
Then he described the wonderful "glass wagon" in
which the coffin was placed, and the many grand "coach
wagons" with glass windows and little doors and soft
cushions - all drawn by beautiful black horses - and how
General Howard and Commissioner Smith and the good
man who talked to the Great Spirit, and the other great
men and all of us Apaches got into the coach-wagons and
rode to a beautiful place on the bank of a river (the Congressional Cemetery on the East Branch· of the Potomac)
where there were many trees and shrubs and flowers, and
smooth gravel trails, and all about were hundreds of stones
of different shapes with writing on them, and there was
a great fence all around the place.
Here, the Chiricahuas were told, many of the great
chiefs and warriors of the white men were buried, and
the stones had been placed there to mark their graves, and
the writing on the stones told the names of the dead heroes
and what great things they had done. And now a grave had
been prepared for Tah-zay in this beautiful place, and there
we buried him - and we were all very sad - but we had
*Dr. J. E. Rankin, pastor of the

ji.... irst

Congregational Church, \VaHhington. D. C.
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done everything that was right and good for Tah-zay while
-he was sick and after he died.
Having uttered this graphic recital my diplomatic
friend paused and allowed a moment of absolute silence
to preceed his climax. Then, looking intently into the
faces of the group of Chiricahuas about him, he declared
with marked emphasis that he was glad and proud because he had been privileged to witness the very remarkable things of which he had spoken ; that he was sure his
words had seemed good to Nah-chee and to his friends;
that Tah-zay had been a good and a brave man - the son
of a great and famous chief; that he had lived well and
had died in that wonderful city where the Great White
Father lives - and his grave was there amid the tombs
and monuments of those who had been great chiefs among
the white men.
Again Es-kim-in-zin paused briefly, and then with
dignified poise, his voice vibrant with suppressed emotion
and his eyes beaming with a spirit of subdued exultation
he concluded his masterful address with the following resistless appeal to the reason, pride and honor of the relatives and friends of the deceased: "My friends, I have
spoken long and you have been very patient, but I had to
speak because the story is good and true. And now I know
you all feel as I do. A good man, a friend, a great chief
is no longer with us. We are sad, and yet any family or
tribe must esteem it a great honor and feel very proud to
have had one of their members cared for in the grand city
of the Great White Father as Tah-zay was while ill, and
then buried amid the graves of pale-face heroes with the
pomp and circumstance that marked the obsequies of the
youthful Chiricahua chieftain."
The magical effect of this tragic recital was at once
apparent. In a few words I corroborated the facts as related by my friend. Nah-chee's countenace was still serious, but when he spoke his voice was calm. He said he
believed we had spoken the truth; that our words had
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sounded pleasant in his ears, and that they had softened
the pain in his heart. Soon after this the conference was
concluded, and Nah-chee never again referred to the subject of his brother's death.
Es-kim-in-zin told his story in the Apache language
~ the only language he knew • and while I have given
it a liberal translation I have endeavored to record a literal
presentation of the facts and sentiments expressed by my
Apache friend.
The details of this narrative indicate that the illness
and death of Tah-zay were not devoid of beneficial results, for they afforded the Indians with our party an opportunity to observe the civilized methods and customs of
caring for the sick and preparing the dead for burial, as
well as our funeral rites and ceremonies - all of which,
under ordinary circumstances, were about the last things
I would have thought of bringing to their particular attention.
In June, 1877, when I told Es-kim-in-zin that I was
about to abandon my position as agent for the Apaches
he was greatly depressed and pleaded with me to remain.
"Nan-tan," he said, "we want you to stay and take care of
all the Indians here on the San Carlos reservation, and
then when you are very old we will take care of you." At
that time Es-kim-in-zin held the clearer vision. He realized
much better than I did what an orderly and sympathetic
direction of their affairs meant to the Apaches. In after
years when I have reflected upon the evil days which fell
to the lot of the Apaches, always - unbidden - there has
loomed a vision of what "might have been," and always
I have regretted that I did not share that vision with Eskim-in-zin in 1877, for, assuredly, if I had remained at
San Carlos the subsequent life-story of this loyal but illfated Arivaipa chief would have followed fairer lines, while
the mass of the Apaches, as I confidently believe, would
have been led up gradually to a condition of reasonable
comfort and substantial independence.
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But fate decreed other:wise,. and on July 1, 1877, I
took my official departure from San Carlos. Just before
I left I had an interview with Es-kim-inzin during which
he said: "This is a sad day for me and for all the Apaches.
We have had a good time since you have been with us. No
one knows what will happen when you are gone. Many
bad things happened to us before you came, and we had
much trouble and sorrow. When spme of these things happened I was blamed. You know a'll about these things. If
there should be trouble here again I will be blamed. I have
not made trouble and donot wantto make trouble for anyone.
I want to live at peace and make my own living and raise
things for my family to eat. lean do this and I will do it.
I will leaye the reservation and then no one can blame me
for what happens here. I will go down to the Rio San
Pedro and take some land where no one lives now, and
I will make a ditch to bring water to irrigate that land. I
will make a home there for myself and my family and we
will live like the other ranchers do - like the American
ranchers and the Mexican ranchers live. Then I will be
happy and contented and no one will blame me for what
others do."
This was a brave step for Es-kim-in-zin to take, and
the idea originated with himself. When he told me his plans'
I encouraged him, for I could think of no better way to
avoid a repetition of his former. difficulties. And so it
happened that Es-kim-in-zin and I left the reservation about
the same time - I for Tucson, and he for the San Pedro
valley about 60 miles north of Tucson. During the next
two years Es-kim-in-zin visited Tucson several times. I
was glad of these opportunities to talk with him, and was
greatly pleased to learn that he was both contented and
fairly prosperous. But these visits from this fri~ndly
Apache soon came to an end, for in 1880 I established myself in Tombstone, and our Indian rancher was too busy
with his crops and herds to make such a long journey. And
so it happened that since he could not conveniently come
2
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to see me, I finally went to see him. But that was years
later - in 1894 - and I found this same Es-kim-in-zin
away down in· Alabama, at Mount Vernon Barracks, where
he was then being held as "a prisoner of war."
As I approached this prisoner of war in his Alabama
exile I was not surprised to observe that he was not only
well armed, but that he was engaged in a strenuous and
aggressive combat. Neither was I surprised to learn that
this situation met with the hearty approval of the commanding officer, for, as a matter of fact, the prisoner was
armed with a pitchfork and was battling with natural elements for the common welfare. When I first caught sight
of Es-kim-in-zin I thought he was stacking hay, but upon
a little nearer approach I discovered that, with the assistance of a couple of squaws, he was arranging a hugh pile
of leaves and straw as the basis of a compost with which
to enrich the soil of the garden, for, be it known, he had
voluntarily assumed the role of head gardener for the Alabama Apache community - which then consisted of upwards of 400 Indians.
Absolutely unaware of my identity Es-kim-in-zin gave
a hasty glance in my direction and continued with his work.
Evidently he was interested in his job and not in casual
visitors to the camp. We had not met for about 15 years,
but he must have observed something familiar in my form
or stride, for his second glance was more prolonged. Nevertheless, he was still on his job as head gardener. By this
time I was near enough for him to recognize my features
and when he turned toward me the third time he stopped
with a jerk. I met his eager gaze for an instant and then
haled him with a cheerful, "Hello Skimmy!" Instantly
he forgot all about his job. Flinging his fork aside he
abandoned the compost and hastened to meet me. I had
seen Es-kim-in-zin excited before - but never demonstrative. He fairly hugged me. Whenever excited he stuttered, but finally he managed to say: "Nan-tan Clum,
high-u lah non-dah?" (Nan-tan Clum, where did you come
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from?) . I repeated the same query to him: "Skimmy,
hig-h-u lah non-dah nee?" As soon as he could control his
speech he replied with a prolonged "en-zah-a-a-a-t," while
with a wave of his hand he indicated that the "great distance" was to the westward. When I asked him why he was
in Alabama he stuttered furiously as he exclaimed: "Cle-elchew en-chy, Nee bu-ldn-see." (Great lies. You know.)
And after these informal greeting we commandeered some
tobacco and sat down for a "nosh-tee" and a "yosh-tee"
- meaning a sociable smoke and' a heart-to-heart talk.
Es-kim-in-zin erred in thinking that if he established
himself on the San Pedro he would not be blamed for what
happened on the reservation. Whenever there was any
sort of an "outbreak" indulged in by any of the numerous
bands of Apaches then assembled on the San Carlos reservation it was easy for someone to allege that the ex-chief of
the Arivaipas was in sympathy with the offending Indians
and that he was aiding and abetting the renegades. While
in Tucson I published the Citizen, and at Tombstone I established the Epitaph. In both of these publications I persisted in the defense of Es-kim-in-zin in the absence of
competent evidence substantiating the charges made against
him. Threats to attack him at his ranch were frequent.
But in spite of many handicaps this friendly Indian lived
and labored and prospered on his San Pedro ranch for
ten yeaTS ~ and then came the attack. A friendly and
timely warning enabled him to escape with his life.
Presently Es-kim-in-zin will tell his own story and I
have sought to avoid unnecessary duplication of details.
In fact. I have no personal knowledge of these details from
the time of his last visit to Tucson in 1879 until I met him
again in Alabama in 1894, but during this period I was
always eager to learn all facts affecting the conduct and
experiences of my ill-fated friend.
After my interview with Es-kim-in-zin at Mount Vernon Barracks I determined to make a vigorous plea in the
name of simple justice in his behalf, but before filing this
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plea I made a final effort to learn the nature of any crimes
he might have committed, or had been charged with. I
desired particularly to know the specific charges which had
resulted in his exile to the renegade camp as a prisoner of
war. I had not been able to obtain this information at
the latter camp. On the contrary, Captain Wotherspoon,
the commanding officer, and others in authority apparently
regarded this prisoner in a most friendly fashion.
In my struggle to obtain a show of tardy justice for
Es-kim-in-zin I had confidently expected that the Indian
Rights Association would extend a helping hand, and with
this end in view I addressed a communication on the subject to Mr. Herbert Welsh - the corresponding secretary.
My dismay can readily be imagined when I read the following paragrap~ contained in a letter from Mr. Welsh
under date of Philadelphia, February 1, 1894.
"I remember meeting Es-kim-in-zin, the Apache Indian of whom you speak, some years since at San Carlos.
From what the military officers told me at that point, he
had been guilty of many crimes. They seemed to regard
him as a particularly cruel and treacherous man, although
I suppose his history was not very different from that of
many other Chiricahua Apaches."
In the first place Es-kim-in-zin was not a Chiricahua
Apache, and, secondly, while Mr. Welsh quoted hearsay
charges he did not submit any evidence in support of those
charges. I was seeking evidence, and so I sent the following reply to the corresponding secretary of the Indian
Rights Association:
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT
Washington, D. C.
February 7, 1894.
Herbert Welsh, Esq.,
Philadelphia, Pa.
r am in receipt of your letter of the 1st instant, and
am disappointed to learn that you entertain a very poor
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opllllOn of Es-kim-in-zin. I know him well and like him
well. To me he has a very sad history. I am anxious, however, to learn the whole truth concerning this Indian before I enter any plea for him at this time, and if you have
any evidence showing that he has "been guilty of many
crimes," or that he is "a particularly cruel and treacherous man," I wish you would give me the benefit of the
same. I have been a friend of Es-kim-in-zin for 20 years,
but have been willing at all times to hear evidence of his
faults ~ such evidence has been wanting in competency or
wanting altogether. The Indian is not perfect, but he is
better than those who persecute him. He may have done
wrong, but the wrongs done him have been infinitely
greater - or else a knowledge of his misdeeds has been
kept from me in a most extraordinary manner. I only ask
to know what his crimes are?
Very truly yours,
John P. Clum.
The only probable crime named by Mr. Welsh was the
alleged killing of a man by Es-kim-in-zin soon after his
family had been massacred at Old Camp Grant in 1871, and
the survivors had been attacked a second time and fired
upon by troops. That charge has been considered in connection with the story of the massacre.
At this time I was located in Washington as an official
in the Post Office Department, and this position afforded
me special facilities for obtaining information from other
departments of the government. Having failed to secure
satisfactory evidence from other sources, I addressed a
communication to the Hon. Secretary of War, requesting
information as to the crimes fOl' which Es-kim-in-zin was
being punished. In reply the secretary suggested that I
come to his office and talk the matter over with Captain
Davis, who had charge of all details connected with the
Indian prisoners in Alabama. It was the latter part of
February, 1894, when I called upon Captain Davis. The
captain was exceedingly courteous and the interview very
satisfactory - excepting that I was not advised of any
specific chaTges. Captain Davis did say that the action
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against Es-kim-in-zin had been taken as "a military precaution," but that the War Department was not desirous
of retaining the custody of this prisoner.
Having been unable to discover any competent evidence of cruelty, treachery and crime on the part of Eskim-in-zin after this long period of asking and seeking,
I decide to submit my plea for justice throu'gh the office
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and the same was
set forth in the following communication.
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT
Washington, D. C.
May 31, 1894.
Hon. Daniel M. Browning,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Sir;
I have the honor, herewith, to return to you my letter
of March 24, 1890 (File No. 10830), and also four other
papers which I have marked as exhibits "A", "B", "C"
and "D", respectively, relative to the history and character of Es-kim-in-zin, an Apache Indian chief now held
as a prisoner of war at Mt. Vernon Barracks, Alabama.
My letter referred to above was written more then four
years ago and gives a brief history of Es-kim-in-zin - as
I knew him up to that time. He is now a prisoner of war
- I think unjustly so. It is alleged that he is a treacherous, cruel, bad Indian. I have sought for proof of these
charges, but find that the unfortunate Indian has been
condemned, sentenced and exiled, not only without trial,
but without the filing of specific charges. The order exiling him from Arizona was "a military precaution" - it
certainly could not be regarded as a military necessity.
There are those who believe in Es-kim-in-zin as fullv as
I do, among whom are some officers of the army. General '0. O. Howard, who knew this Indian before I did,
still has confidence in him, and Captain Wotherspoon, who
has had charge of him during his confinement at Mt. Vernon Barracks, has only good words to speak for him.
Let us consider, briefly, some of the details in the history of this Indian. Hon. Vincent Colyer says in exhibit
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"c" that Es-kim-in-zin was the first Indian chief who
carne into the military post at Old Camp Grant, Arizona,
in the spring of 1871, "and asked to be allowed to live at
peace." While there under the protection of our flag and
troops - and assured by our officers that he and his people
could sleep at night in their camp "in as perfect security"
as the officers could in theirs; he and his people ----, in the
grey dawn of the morning, while yet asleep - were set
upon by a band of assassins, under the leadership of Americans, and one hundred and twenty-eight of his tribe - his
family, relatives and friends - old men, women and children, were brutally murdered and their remains savagely
mutilated. Es-kim-in-zin saved only one member of his
family from this horrible slaughter, and this was a little
girl, two and a half years of age, whom he caught up and
carried away in his arms as he fled from his terrible assailants.
If the conditions had been reversed and this had been
a massacre of Americans by these Indians, how many pages
of history would have recorded the bloody deed, and what
chaste monument of purest marble would have marked the
spot where defenceless women and helpless children had
met such cruel death, - and how the memory of that crime
would have steeled our hearts against mercy for the
Apaches!
But not so with Es-kim-in-zin. The very next day we
find him back in the military camp (see exhibit "A") where
he is assured by the officer in command that no soldier
had any part in, or sympathy with this horrible butchery.
No one can read exhibits "A", "B" and "C" and then say
that Indians have not hearts to feel as well as bodies to suffer.
Es-kim-in-zin still had faith in Lieutenant Whitman
- and I may add that he still has to this day - and so he
returned with the survivors of his band and once more
placed themselves under the protection of the troops. But
what followed? Within six weeks his camp was charged
by a troop of white soldiers - mark the fact that these
were soldiers - his people assualted, fired upon, driven
out and scattered among the mountains. What excuse is
it to say that this was" a very unfortunate blunder" (see
exhibit "e") ? What wonder is it that Es-kim-in-zin "became enraged," or as he said himself, "it made him mad;"
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that his heart and his hand were stirred to seek revenge,
and that a white man was killed either by himself or by
his band? Is it not more wonderful that he stopped at
the death of only one of a race with whom he had' formerly
maintained relations of perpetual war, and who, since a
truce had been declared, had exercised so much treachery
and cruelty toward him and his people?
The enemies of Es-kim-in-zin emphasize his crime by
saying that the man he killed had be-friended him. They
appear to lose sight of the fact that all this treachery, cruelty and murder toward the Apaches was enacted after the
most solemn assurances of friendship and protection had
been made to the Indians by the commissioned officers of
the American Government. Is it not strange that we can
pass lightly over the one hundred and twenty-eight treacherous and cowardly murders instigated by white men, while
we carefully treasure the memory of a single killing by an
Indian, and, after a lapse of twenty-three years - point to
him and say: "this man murdered his friend" - without
even giving him the benefit of the circumstances which
instigated the crime?
Within the two years which followed the massacre at
Old Camp Grant, Special Commissioners Vincent Colyer
and General O. O. Howard visited Arizona. They did not
find Es-kim-in-zin "treacherous, cruel and bad," but on the
contrary they had great confidence in him, and when I was
made his agent General Howard gave me a letter to him,
and the general believes in the old chief to this day.
When I went to Arizona in 1874 I found Es-kim-in-zin
at New Camp Grant in irons, engaged in making adobes
for the soldiers, and then, as now, there were "no specific
charges against him," I was told by the officers at the post
that he was confined "because Major Randall did not like
him" and regarded him as a "bad Indian" (see my letter
of March 24, 1890, herewith,)
Soon after this I made an official request for the release of Es-kim-in-zin, and this request was complied with
without opposition on the part of the military, from which
I inferred that the Indian's offences - whatever they
might have been - were not of a serious nature. From
the time of his release (as stated in my letter herewith)
until the day I left San Carlos no man was more faithful
to the best interests of the reservation than this same In-
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dian Es-kim-in-zin. We had many trying times at San
Carlos from 1874· to 1877, and not once in all those years
was Es-kim-in-zin found wanting in action or advice. I
frequently depended upon his support when I felt my life
was in danger, and he never failed to do his duty well.
When I left San Carlos Es-kim-in-zin expressed a fear
that there might again be trouble on the reservation and
so he said to me "I will go down on the San Pedro and take
up some land and live like a white man - then they will
not blame me for what happens on the reservation." I
may state in this connection that Es-kim-in-zin had been
industrious on the reservation, and before he left with me
on the trip to Washington in 1876, he sold about $65 worth
of barley which he had raised that year.
It was under these circumstances that this Indian took
up a ranch on the San Pedro in 1877, improved it with
irrigation ditches and stocked it with horses, cattle and
farming implements. I was then living in Tucson, Arizona.
As soon as Victorio and his outfit left the reservation it was
at once rumored that Es-kim-in-zin was "in sympathy with
the renegades." At every fresh rumor of trouble with the
Indians at San Carlos fresh charges were made against
the ex-chief on the San Pedro- accompanied by frequent
demands that he should be imprisoned or killed. I was
then publishing the Arizonn Citi,;;en, and several times defended the Indian in its columns.
The subsequent story of Es-kim-in-zin is best told by
himself in a statement made to Captain Wotherspoon under
date of March 1892, and which is now on file at the War
Department. This statement is substantially as follows:
"Seventeen years ago I took up a ranch on the San Pedro,
cleared the brush, and took out water in a ditch which I
made. I plowed the land and made a fence around it like
the Mexicans. When I started I had three horses and 25
head of cattle. I was on the San Pedro ten years; then
I had 17 horses, 38 cattle, a large yellow wagon for which
I paid $150; four sets of harness for which I paid $40,
and another wagon which cost $90, but which I had given
to some relatives. I also had many tools."
"For about three years I drew rations from the agent.
After that I did not draw any more till I was sent to the
agency by Lieutenant Watson (seven years later). I bought
all my family clothing and supplies with the money I made.
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About four years ago (1888) Lieutenant Watson came to
my ranch and gave me a paper from Captain Pierce, the
agent, and told me I had better go to the San Carlos reservation; that citizens would kill me if I did not; that there
were about 150 citizens coming with pistols. They came
the next day after I left my ranch, and they shot at my
women, putting bullets through their skirts, and drove
them off."
"They took 513 sacks of corn, wheat and barley, destroyed 523 pumpkins and took away 32 head of cattle. I
took my horses, wagons and harness with me to San Carlos.
I am not sure that the citizens took the 32 head of cattle
at this time, I only know that when I went back to my ranch
the next time they were gone."
"After that I went to Washington, and when I returned they asked me if I did not want to go back to my
ranch on the San Pedro, and I said 'no', I would not be
safe there and would feel like a man sitting on a chair
with some one scratching the "sand out from under the legs.
Then Captain Pierce said that I could select a farm on the
reservation. So I went with Lieutenant Watson and selected a piece of land on the Gila just above the sub-agency.
Lieutenant Watson surveyed it for me. I made a ditch for
irrigating, and had water flowing in it, and had nearly
finished fencing the farm when I was arrested."
"When I was arrested I had 21 horses and six head of
cattle, and these have since increased to 38 horses and 68
cattle. Since I have been away one wife and some of my
children have looked after the farm for me."
Such is a part of the story of Es-kim-in-zin as told
by himself. But the drama does not end here. In 1871 his
people were attacked and massacred by citizens, and in
1874 I found him a prisoner of war, in irons - disliked by
some in authority and regarded by them as " a bad Indian."
In 1888 (if we accept his own story as true - and it has
not been denied) he was again compelled to flee from a
company of armed citizens who were coming to take his
life; his family were assaulted and fired upon and finally
driven away, and his ranch looted. Although compelled
to abandon the lands which he had improved and occupied
for ten years on the San Pedro he was still undismayed,
and once more set himself to work to make a new home on
lands within the limits of the reservation, which had been
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set apart by the government for the sole use and benefit
of the Indians.
He has just completed some important improvements
when some of his relatives commit a crime, and it is deemed
judicious, once more, to make Es-kim-in-zin a prisoner of
war, ancI a little later - without trial, without giving the
accused the benefit of a single witness - the old Indian is
taken from the reservation guardhouse at midnight and
sent away into exile - as a military precaution. .He is
again "disliked" by some in authority, and it is once more
alleged that he is "a bad Indian," and that he "was liable
to aid and abet the renegades," - but the proof of these
allegations does not appear to have been filed with the
papers in his case.
And so it happened that when I visited lVIt. Vernon
Barracks last January I found there this Indian who has
suffered and endured so much; who, through so many years,
has striven against a cruel fate for the betterment of his
own condition and that of his people; who has been accused so many times - justly in some instances, but falsely
in more; who has been persecuted, humiliated, imprisoned,
ironed and finally exiled - not only without trial, but
"without specific charges." I found him sharing the same
fate with Geronimo, who was always a renegade while in
Arizona. Though broken-hearted over his many misfortunes, I found him not only orderly but industrious - for
he has charge of the Indians' garden, and, true to his character, HE IS GIVING THE COMMUNITY THE BENEFIT OF HIS LABOR AND INTELLIGENCE, while Geronimo only makes little bows and arrows to sell - FOR HIS
OWN BENEFIT - to travelers he meets at the railway
station.
In conclusion I will quote from the final plea made by
Es-kim-in-zin in the statement before referred to. He says:
"Since I put down a stone with General Howard many
years ago, and promised that I would never do anything
wrong, I have not broken my promise. I ask to be sent
back with my family to San Carlos, and given the land
surveyed by Lieutenant Watson; that it may be given to
me forever, and I will never ask for rations, or anything
else for myself or my family from the government. I want
to work like a white man and support my family. I can do
it and I will always be a good man."
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The Secretary of War has referred the consideration
of matters pertaining to the Apache prisoners of war to
Captain Davis, and I have been advised by that officer
that the \Var Department is willing, and even anxious to
transfer the custody of Es-kim-in-zin - as well as the
other prisoners -: to the Indian office, or to any responsible parties (with the consent of your office) who may
have in view a plan looking to the improvement of their
condition and the permanent settlement of such Indians.
I regret that I am not in a position to make any recommendation in the matter of the future of Es-kim-in-zin.
I have presented the facts in the story of his life as I helieve them, and I trust that you will feel, as I do, that the
plea of this Indian is entitled to prompt consideration. I
have felt it an obligation which lowed to Es-kim-in-zin
to present this statement in his behalf. It is my conviction
that something should be done, and that speedily - to
the end that Es-kim-in-zin and his family be permanently
settled upon lands which shall be his during the remainder
of his days, and - if he is not to be returned to Arizona
-that stock and implements be furnished him at his new
home, in just compensation for those he was compelled to
abandon in Arizona.
Very respectfully,
JOHN P. CLUM.
It will be remembered that the corresponding secretary of the Indian Rights Association states that the military officers at San Carlos told him that Es-kim-in-zin had
been guilty of many crimes and that they regarded him
as a particularly cruel and treacherous man. Es-kim-inzin tells us that about 1888 Captain Pierce, acting agent
at San Carlos, sent Lieutenant Watson to his ranch on the
San Pedro to warn him that about 150 "citizens" were
coming to kill him, and would kill him if he did not flee
to the agency at once.
These "citizens" had made various charges against Eskim-in-zin and had repeatedly threatened his life during
the ten years he had been living and laboring on his San
Pedro ranch, and if the military officers at San Carlos
believed that he had been guilty of many crimes and re-
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garded him as a particularly cruel and treacherous man,
it is not quite clear to me why Captain Pierce would take
the trouble to send Lieutenant Watson 50 miles over a rough
mountain trail to warn this criminal that he would be killed
unless he, forthwith, fled for protection to these same military officers at San Carlos. In 1877 Es-kim-in-zin had
voluntarily abandoned the reservation and the protection
it afforded, and in 1888 the acting agent was under no
official obligation to renew that protection, and assuredly
not to a particularly cruel and treacherous criminal.
Had Captain Pierce felt convinced that Es-kim-in-zin
was a criminal and merely desired to save him from assassination, he would have sent Lieutenant Watson with a
squad of soldiers to arrest him and bring him to the agency
as a prisoner. Instead of such action he warned him in a
friendly and humane manner of the impending murderous
assault. Later, when it was decided that it would be unsafe for Es-kim-in-zin to return to his San Pedro ranch,
Captain Pierce told him he might select a new farm within
the limits of the reservation.· This permission greatly
pleased Es-kim-in-zin, EVEN THOUGH HE HAD TO BEGIN THE WORK OR RECLAMATION ALL OVER
AGAIN. Lieutenant Watson went with this friendly Indian and together they selected a piece of land along the
Gila river just above·the sub-agency, and Lieutenant. Watson TOOK THE TROUBLE TO SURVEY THE LAND.
This action would indicate that both Captain Pierce and
Lieutenant Watson felt that Es-kim-in-zin had been deeply
wronged and that they desired to do all in their power not only to express their sympathy, but to protect him in
the possession of this land for the remainder of his life.
As soon as the survey was completed Es-kim-in-zin set
himself industriously at work digging an irrigation ditch
and clearing, leveling and fencing the land.
Judging from the friendly and timely warning sent
to the San Pedro ranch, and the kindly and sympathetic
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assistance rendered in connection 'with the locating of the
new ranch on the Gila, it is obvious that there were some
military officers at San Carlos who did not hold Es-kim-inzin guilty of many crimes and regard him as a partillularly
cruel and treacherous man.
After my plea in behalf of Es-kim-in-zin had been duly
considered by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs I was
adivsed by that official that he was in a quandary as to
what action to take in his case, alleging that he feared that
if the unfortunate Indian was returned to San Carlos he
would be killed by some of the "citizens" who had formerly
threatened his life and had finally attacked his ranch on
the San Pedro.
Feeling that I had done all I could - all that was
practicable in the circumstances to obtain a show of justice
for my oppressed Apache friend, I waited. My official
duties with the Post Office Department involved frequent
trips to the Pacific coast. While glancing through a San
Francisco paper on one of these tours I was startled by the
following head lines: "NOTED APACHE CHIEF DEAD."
"Es-kim-in-zin Ex-chief of Arivaipa Apaches Dies at San
Carlos."
Later at Washington I was informed that the return
of Es-kim-in-zin to Arizona had been accomplished with
the utmost secrecy as a precaution against violence on the
part of certain "citizens;" that only the officials directly
concerned with his removal had any knowledge of the plan,
and for this reason I had not been advised of the action
decided upon by the Indian office.
Doubtless the officials at Washington were justified
in maintaining such profound secercy, but I felt they might
at least have taken me into their confidence. I would like
to have visited Es-kim-in-zin before his departure from the
east. It would have been an inspiration to witness the renewal of his fine spirit in anticipation of his return; to
observe his expressions of unfeigned joy ;to watch his beam-
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ing eyes; to hear him stutter; to have him tell me he knew
I had pleaded for his delivery from prison; to grasp his
hand in a final farewell, and hear him say once more:
"She gee." "She kizzen." (My friend. My brother.)
Es-kim-in-zin's last wish was realized - his wish to
return to San Carlos where he might spend his last days
amid the mountains and mesas and valleys that were his
before the pale-face came, and that his last breath might
be drawn from the free air of his Arizona homeland. This
happy realization must have flowed like a grateful balm
to many cruel memories, soothing his chastened soul and
making him - on the rim of the Great Divide - still capable of forgiving those who had wronged him.
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T,HE DISCOVERY OF NEW MEXICO BY FRAY
MARCOS OF NIZZA

By

AD.

F.

BANDELIER

(The result of the research work of Ad. F. Bandelier,
has stood the test of time and later discoveries, in most
instances. His scholarship and scientific methods were
thorough and most of his writings, now available only in
research libraries will bear republication. The following
appeared originally in The Magazine of Western History.)
The tale told by Cabeza de Vaca and companions'of their wanderings through the southwest, attracted attention, but it was not necessary in order to stimulate Spanish advance towards the heart of North America. Such an
advance was already in progress since 1529, although it
had not reached yet beyond southern Sonora. Confused
rumors about a vast river flowing into the Pacific Ocean
(Lower California was yet deemed an island) were gathered by Spanish outposts. That river was the Colorado of
the West.'
The tribes of central Mexico knew nothing about the
north, beyond that it was inhabited by fierce and savage
tribes, and that somewhere in that northern country they
themselves had possibly originated. The great quadrupeds
of our west were unknown to them. One author affirms
that, in 1530, Nuno de Guzman, then ruler of New Spain,
heard of seven towns, lying forty days north of New Mex1. Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca.
2. The expedit~on of Nuno Beltran de Guzman. successor to CtJrtez, hegan
in 1529. Garcia del Pilar 'Relacion de La Entrada de Nuno de Guzman,' (Vol.
II. of "Col. de Doe para la Hist. de Mexico:' 1866, p. 248): "y mas de que sali6
ano de 29, tres dias antes de la Pascua de Navidad." The notice of the river is
contained in the same volume on p. 303. 'Segunda Relacion anonima de la Jornado
de Nuno de Guzman.' It cannot have been any other than the Colorado, for the
Spaniards had already discovered the Yaqui then.
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ico, and which were rich in gold and silver. That story, it is
said, prompted him to undertake his famous expedition to
Sinaloa, and occasioned the spread of Spanish arms beyond
the Mayo river. s
It should not be overlooked, that the story of the
"seven cities," was in a measure of European origin. Even
prior to Columbus, the tale of the island "Antilia" to which.
a Portuguese bishop fled with some Christians in the ninth
century and where he founded seven settlements, circulated
among cosmographers.' It was a church legend. The discovery of the Antilles established that the seven cities were
not there, but the story was not forgotten, and the mainland appeared vast enough to harbor,. in some unkno,wn
nook, remnants at least of the legendary towns. Public
mind was, therefore, prepared to find them.
The stimulus given to Spanish enterprise by the relations of Cabeza de Vaca did not arise so much from the
fact that they conveyed startling intelligence. But the adventurers confirmed, in a measure, beliefs previously entertained thoughts long harbored. Whether the fixed abodes
which they had seen, still more considerable ones of which
they had heard, lay in the very distant north or in some
other direction, the fact of their existence sufficed. But
above all, it was considered that among those few men
who had suffered so much, and had acquired such intimate
acquaintance with country and inhabitants, one at least
might prove invaluable as guide to further exploration.
Such thoughts at once pervaded the mind of Don Antonio
de Mendoza, Viceroy of New Spain, and one of the greatest administrators America ever possessed.
3. Castaneda 'Relacion du voyage de Cibola, (Chap. i, pp. 1, 2, 3.) 'Segunda
Relacion anonima,' (p. 303):
"'La demands Que Uevabamas cuando salemos a
descobrir este rio era las Siete Cibdades, porque el gobernador Nuno de Guzman
tenia noticia dellsa_"
4. See the inscription on the map of Jan Ruysch: 'UniV€TSalioT cogniti Orbis
Tabula,' 1508. Also Fray Gregorio Garcio 'Origen de 108 Indios' (second edition,
1729. Lib. iv., Ch·ap. xx. p. 189.) The notice is inserted by the editor, Barcia.
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The three Spaniards were unavailable. They returned
to the mother country and Estevanico the negro, alone
remained. Before however an expedition was started the
viceroy cautiously determind to reconnoiter the country,
with smaller apparatus, less risk of lives and minor expenditure. No better scouts could the Spanish administrator secure than missionaries of the church. They were
wont to risk everything, to penetrate everywhere, regardless of danger. For one who perished, many were eager to
follow. Such men could be implicitly trusted; they harbored no afterthought beyond the crown of martyrdom,
which was their most glorious reward.
Ere the negro could be associated with any enterprise, it was prudent to test the truth of his statements.
In 1538 two monks, Fray Pedro Nadal and Fray Juan de
la Asuncion, traveled north as far as the Gila (or the Colorado') river, but returned, being unable to cross it. They
had started in January and came back the same year:
This was the discovery of Arizona.
Meanwhile, Don Antonio de Mendoza had cast his
eyes upon another friar who, he thought, would be specially
5. There exist but four notices of the triI>, and they are very brief. The
oldest one in my possession is from 1598. It is found in Fray Geronimo Mendieta,
'Histor;a Ecclesiastica Indiana' (Lib. iv, Chap. xi, pp. 399-400). It is quite confuse and looks suspicionsly like a copy of the report of Fray Marcos. Shorter. but
very positive, is the notice given by Fray Juan Domingo Arriciyita 'Cronica Serafica y apostolica del Coley;o de Propaya".,l", fide de 10. Santa Cruz de Queretaro'
(I 792.)
He gi>'CS the names of the two frairs and says they struck the river in
35° latitude, north, whereas Fray Marcos, who called it Rio de las Balsas, put it
in 34 0 ) . The Gila flows, on an average, along the thirty-third parallel, and the
error of one to two degrees is the usual one in determinations of latitude at those
times. Arricivita (prologo) says it was the Colorado of the west; but Fray Marcos
never reached that stream. Stin it is possible, and at all events the fathers diseovered Arizona. Finally Jose Cortes 'Memorias sobre las Pro'Vincias del Norte
de Nuneva Espana' (1799, MSS. fol., 87) mentions Fray Juan de la Asuncion.
6. For a biography of Fray Marcos compare Mendieta •Historia Ecclcsia8tica
India.na' (pp. 400, 541, etc.) Fray Juan de Torquemada 'Los veinte i un tibros
rituales i Monarchia. Indiana' (second edition 1723, Vol. III, pp. 499-500). Fray
Augustin Vetancurt 'Menoloyio jrancisca.no' (Reprint of 1871, pp. 117-119). Compare also my 'Historical Introduction to Studies Among the Sedentary Aborigines
of New Mexico' (p. 7, note 3.) He died .,t Mexico on the twenty-fifth of March,
1558.
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fitted for an arduous task like the one northern explorations implied. Fray Marcos of Nice, in the Duchy of Savoy,
had acquired considerable experience in Peru, Quito and
Guatemala. He resided in Mexico since several years and
was highly esteemed.' To him the viceroy committed the
enterprise, giving him as chief-guide, the negro Estevanico,
and several Indians of the lower Pima tribe; who followed
Cabeza de Vaca into northern Sinaloa. Those Indians had
been brought to Mexico and taught the Spanish language
on purpose that they might afterwards serve as interpreters
and introduction with unknown Indians. Elaborate instructions were issued to the Franciscan monk in writing,
those instructions speak highly in favor of the viceroy's
perspicacity and. tact. As an evidence I merely refer to
the following sentences:
You shall always seek to travel \yith the greatest possible safety,
to inform yourself of whether the natives are at war with each
other. You shall avoid giving them any occasion to harm your
person, lest it might in which case, in place of doing them good and
enlightening them, the contrary would arise.
You will take the greatest care to note the strength of the
people, if they are numerous or not, if they live scattered or together, the appearance of the country, its fertility, climate trees,
plants, wild animals, the nature of the soil, if dry or traversed by
rivers and whether those rivers are large or small, the stones and
metals which that soil contains. If you can secure samples of all
these objects, bring them along, or send them, in order that His
Majesty may become thoroughly informed.'

Thus instructed--confirmed subsequently by a formal
power and authorization of Fray Antonio de Ciudad Rodrigo, Franciscan provincial, (which document bears date:
7. Fray Marcos de Nizza 'Reladon' (in 'Cibola' appendix p. 206). Antonio de
Mendo.a ('Lettre. etc.,' Idem p. 288). 'llistria General' (Dee. vi, Lib. vii, Chap.
vii, p. 155). "seis Indios de aquella Tierra, que eran Esc]avQs. i clio el visor rei al
P. Fr. Marcos para BU campania. que les havia tenito en Mexico, para Que se
hiciesen ladinos. i toroasen am or a Jas cosas de los Christianos."
R.
Don Antonio de Mendoza 'Instruction d01l1lce. an pe-Yc Marcos de Niza'
('Cibola,' p. 251). Herrera 'Hi.t. General (Vol. n, p. 156).
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Mexico, August 27 [old style], 1539), Fray Marcos left
San Miguel de Culiacan (Sinaloa) on the 7-19 of March
1539. His companions were a lay brother of the Franciscan order called Onorato, the negro Estevanico, and a number of well-trained Indians" The negro was instructed by
the viceroy, "to obey you in all matters as if you were myself. Should he fail to do it, he would render himself liable
to the punishments inflicted to persons guilty of disobedience.against officers invested by His Majesty with the right
to command".'"
Well-treated by the few Indians who occupied the country, the missionary reached Petatlan, on the confine of
Sinaloa." In that village he remained three days and here
brother Onorato, having fallen sick, was obliged to return
to Culiacan, while Fray Marcos, the negro, and the Indians
moved onwards, traveling so far constantly near the coast.
He now moved among natives belonging to the Yaqui stock.
The country was thinly settled, sometimes .uninhabited.
The people told him that, four or five days beyond and inland, there were large towns whose inhabitants dressed in
cotton. He showed his informants specimens of various
metals which he had taken along. Their attention was at
once attracted by gold which they pointed out saying: that
the inhabitants of those settlements had bowls, also nose
and ear pendants, made of that material."
After moving for three days among people who received him in the most friendly manner, he arrived at a
considerable village called "Vacapa." This was in all pro9.
Fray Antonio de Ciudadrodrigo 'Attestation' (' Cibola.' p. 254). Marco.
of Nizza 'Relacion' (p. 256).
10. Mendoza 'Instruction. etc.' (p. 250).
11. 'Relation'· (p. 257). Herrera 'Hist General' (p. 156). The Rio de Petatlan
is at present the 'Rio del Fuerte.
12. 'Relation' (p. 259). Herrera 'Hist. General' (II, p. 156) "dixeron, que Ii
quatro jornadas Ia Tierra adentro se remataban las Cordilleras de las Sierras Be
hacia una Abra llana; i de much Tierra. clonde la Gente andaba vestida. Que tenian
Vasijas de el Oro, que los mostr*. i 10 traian colgado de orejas, i narices."
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bability "Matape" of to-day.'" At all events it was about
the centre of the present state of Sonora, and its inhabitants were "Eudeves." Here he resolved to send the negro
ahead with directions to explore the country north of it for
fifty or sixty leagues (135 to 162 miles). "I convened
with him that if he learned of populous, rich, and extensive countries ,he should not advance any farther, but return in person or dispatch me some Indians with a token
which we had agreed upon. In case that country was of ordinary size, he was to send a white cross of a hand's length, if
more important the cross was to be twice that size, and if it
was larger than New Spain the sign was a large cross.""
Estevanico left in the afternoon of "Passion Sunday,'" and
very soon Fray Marcos received message from him in the
shape of a cross or cruicifix as high as a man. The Indians
who carried it urged the priest to start after the negro at

a

13.
'l?clation' (p. 260) says that Vacapa was forty leagues (108 miles)
from the S0a. Cumpare on the location of the place the map of Father Eus~bio
Kino (Kunhoc) in P. Joseph Stocldein 'Der 1U;ue lFd/'olmf.c' (Vol. I, second edition,
1728).
'Not.il.·ja lJ'revc tic In (~:l;}lC{U(:ion rnilita}" de Sonora 11 Sinaloa, dc.' (Vol. I,
"Documentu.;;; para la Historia do Mejicl)," fourth sPl"ies. Chap. viii. Trip
Father
Juan Maria de Salvatierra nnd F. Euscibo Kino twenty-seventh of February to
sixteenth of April, 1701. p. 327, no title).
Baeapa is placed thirty leagues N.
W. and six leagues N. and N. E. of Cnborca, and the writer says: "y parece es
por 10 Que pas{) el ejercito de Francisco Vasquez Coronado el ano de 1540:' He
bases his opinion on the name and on the distance from the coast.
The name
proves nothing. Pima names, as well as Opata names, occur in Sonora and Arizona,
sometimes half a dozen times.
I know, from personal yisit, two "Hamori:' two
"Bamochi," two "Nacori, E.tc .• etc.
Npither is the distance a criterion.
rttatape
is not one hundred and twenty miles from the sea-shore. It is an old mission.
having been founded anl0ng the "Eudeves" (a dialect of the Opata) in 1620. Orozco
y Berra 'Geoflrafia de las Lcnguas' (p. 344). The distance from Vacapa to the
"desert" (112 Jeagues or 312 miles) points. strongly to Matape, so does the description of the country. But there is sf,ill another proof in favor of Matape. While
sojourning along the coast, inhabitants of two islands, a larger and a smaller one,
came to sec the father, and th-=y also visited him while at Vacapa (p. 262). The
"Jsla del Tiburon" and "del Angel de la Guardia" lie almost in the parallel of
l\{atape, whereas from the Dac2pa of Kino they are at least two hundred !Ililes
due south.
It is not likely that Fray Marcos. ha ,·ing- had intercourse with the
Indians of these islands. would have waited until he w.as far to the north to ~end
his people back after them.
13a. Orozeo 'Gco{Jrajia. ct.c.' (11. 344.)
14.
'[{elation' (p, 260).
15. Idem (p. 260) "le dimanche ue la Pasf>ion Hpres diner."
Easter fell that
year on the nin~tet!nth of April, therefore Pas5-ion.Sunday on the fifth.

of
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once, since the latter "had found people who spoke to him of
a country, the biggest in the world, and he had with him
Indians who had been there." One of these came to Vacapa
with the others, and the substance of his tale was, that
thirty days' march from the place where Estevan remained
(about two journeys north of Vacapa a country called Cibola
was to be found. He further said that "In this first province
there are seven cities, very large ones, who all belong to
one sovereign. There are large houses whose terrace walls
are of masonry, the smallest are one story high with a terrace, there are others of two and three stories, and that of
the ruler has four well-arranged floors. At the doors of
the principal houses there are many ornaments of turquoises, which stones are quite common in that country.''''
Fray Marcos was anxious to leave at once, still he had
to wait yet for the return of messengers which he had dispatched to the coast. When these came they brought him
shields of "cowhides," very large, and some of the coast
people accompanied them, They were very poor, belonging evidently to the tribe of Guaymas," a branch of the
"Seris.""
Leaving Vacapa two days after Easter Sunday, the
missionary entered the Opata country, on the valley of the
Sonora river.
In his company went three Indians of a
16. Idem (p. 261) 'Hist. Genem!' (pp. 156-15i).
17. The "Guaymas" were a branch of the "Seris" and spoke a dialect of
their language.. Orozco 'aeografia' (p. 354). The Seris occuppied. in the early
part of the seventeeth century. the coast of Sonora from Guaymas north.
Compare P. Ribas 'lli.sL de 108 Triu:m]Jho.'I de n~w.Cftra Santa Fee' (Lib. vi, Chap. i, p.
35~) "es sobremanera bozal, sin pueblos. sin casas. ni sementeras."
18. Compare 'Relation' (p. 263·266) with the statements of Ribas 'Rist. de 1o,",
Triumphos' (Lib. vi. Chap. xviii, p. 392). It is the only valley in Sonora that
could correspond to the description of Fray MarcoR. I have examined it closely,
under the aU1:lpices of the Archa::ological Institute. as far south of the line as llabiacora and an:l am convinced that the friar took this route. This is further proven by
the well established fact that, the next year, he led Coronado and his forces up the
Sonora valley. Castaneda 'Cibola' (PI>. 44. 157, 158. etc.). Juan Jaramillo ('Relation.
etc.' Cibola' appendix. p. 367). Castaneda says that when Coronado went from
Culiacan to Cibola (by way of Sonora) all the Indian5 011 the line of nlarch knew
Fray Marcos (p. 40). That the Opatas were. and still are, the. inhabitants of the
valley is a wen known' fact which. requires no further proof.
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tribe living east of Matape, and distinguished by the paint
on their faces, chests and arms. "Relatives of theirs reside in the vicinity of the seyen cities." These Indians
were Pimas.'•
While traveling up the Sonora river, (which he found
well inhabited) Fray Marcos gathered further information about Cibola. All agreed about the number of turquoises found there, that the people dressed in long shirts
of cotton and in cow-skins; the Opatas themselves owned
greenstones and robes of cowhide which they acquired by
trading at Cibola. "They added that besides the seven cities,
there were three other kingdoms called Marata, Acus, and
Totonteac." But however earnestly the priest followed
in the wake of his negro guide, the latter, disobeying orders,
never stopped to wait for him, eager to reach Cibola first,
regardless of the commands of. the viceroy, Estevan, gradually increased the distance uetween him and his superior, limiting himself to messages urging the friar to greater
haste.""
The gray cloth in which the monk was dressed attracted the attention of the Opata Indians. They told him
that at Totonteac there was much of the. same material,
made Qut of the hair of animals as large as the two small
grey-hounds which accompanied the negro, and that the
people dressed in that cloth. 21
The friar's route was constantly to the north. Beyond
Bacuachi he left the Opata settlement behind and, entering
a region which though, uninhabited, was by no means a
waste, crossed the Arizona line of-to-day. After four days
of travel through this deserted country, reaching the valley of the San-Pedro river, he fell in with the villages of
19. The Pimas of Arizona inhabited. and .till inhabit. the Gila within two
hundred miles of Zuni. The:)' paint themgelves in a striking' mann-er.
Eaat of
Matape--or rather 8outheast-are the lower Pima missions and the "Valley of the
Hearts."
20. •Relatio>l' (p. 264).
21. Idem (p. 267). Herrera (ll. p. 157\.
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the Sobaypuris;" a branch of the northern Pimas."" Here
Cibola was almost a household word, and he received further information. It was stated:
(1). That the chief place of Cibola was called "Ahacus." (2). That Totonteac lay to the west of the "Seven
Cities." (3). That there existed another "kingdom" named
"Acus." (4). That Marata was south of Cibola, and that
its power had greatly decreased on account of war with
the people of the "Seven Cities.""'
This information he obtained from an old man, a fugitive from Cibola, who dwelt among the Sobaypuris in southeastern Arizona. The last village of these people, the priest
estimated to be one hundred and twelve leagues (three
hundred and eight miles) north of Vacapa; beyond lay
a desert which it required fifteen long journeys to traverse
until Cibola was reached.""
On the 9~21 of May he began this last painful marc-h.
On the first day he had to cross a river. Then followed
eleven days more through an uninhabited country with
abundance of game. It was consequently about the second
of June, 1539, that he was "met by an Indian, son of one
22. The ruins of any consequence begin at Los Fresnos, but they are old. and
Mutuaicachi, about ten miles north of Bacuachi. was probably the last settlement
of 1he Opatas along the Sonora to the northward. The village was abandoned in
consequence of the Apaches. Beyond it the country was deserted until to the middle
course of the San Pedro in Arizona, near Contention, a difficult stretch of fifty
milts in a 3traight line, but of seventy at least in fonowing water-courses.
23. 'Relation' (p. 267-269). "At this latitude," he says, "the coast turns and
the· Gulf o~ California terminates." "Elle tourne it: I'Quest."
This is absolutely
true, though his altitude (35 0 ) is of course wrong. It should be 32 0 latitude" north.
The Sobaypuris are a branch of. the Pimas. Joseph Antonio de Villa-Senor y
Sanchez 'Theatro Americano, etc.' (1748, Vol. II, Lib. v, Chap. xvi, p. 396): "hablan
el Idioma de los Pimas, aunque alguna diferiencia en ]3 pronunciacion." 'They
inhabited two valleys near Tucson (Id., p. 375), one of \vhich was the San Pedro,
but had to leave it in 1763 on account of the Apaches and retire to the vicinity of
Tucson. 'Rudo Ensa1Jo. tentativa de uno. lJrevencional Description Geographica de
la. Provinein df. Sonora' (1761·62, puhlished by Mr. Buckingham Smith, p. 102,
103, 105). Aricivita 'Croniea .erafiea y apo.toliea, ete. (p. 410) says they compelled
abandonment of the Sobaypuri mission in 1769. There are many ruins still extant
on the Rio San Pedro and o·n th~ Arroyo Babocomuri.
24.
·Rew.tion' (P. 263, 267, 269, 271). Herrera 'Hisi. General (II, p. 157).
These names are found yet in all the maps published as late as 1657, which shows
what a firm hold the nomenclature of Fray Marcos had acquired.
25. 'Relation' (p. 272.) This would leave it in the neighborhood of Fort Grant.
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of the chiefs who accompanied me, and who had followed
Estevan, the negro. His face was all dejected and his body
covered with perspiration; his whole exterior betokened
great sadness." He indeed told a frightful tale, too often
repeated to need detailed mention. Estevan had reached
Cibola and its people had killed him:'
It was a terrible blow to Fray Marcos of Nizza. At the
very threshold of the promised land entrance to it was forbidden by the unexpected hostility of its inhabitants. His
own Indian companions refused to go further, they rebelled against his weak authority. The course of prudence
would have been to yield to their determination and turn
back, but mindful of the instructions of the viceroy, Fray
Marcos cut the cords which bound the boxes containing
cloth and objects of exchange, and inviting his escort to
help themselves, beseeched them to take at least one step
further, enabling him to catch a glimpse of the "Seven
Cities," and thus report to the viceroy on what he had
actually seen.
His inducements prevailed. Even at the risk of their
lives the whole party moved on toward CiboIa. On their
way they met two of the companions of Estevan. They
arrived covered with blood and wounds. Here his Indians
again refused to go further, and even decided to kill him,
but he succeeded in appeasing them and finally came in
sight of the desired place. "It is built in a plain on the
slope of a hill of round shape; it appears very pretty; it
is the most important that I have seen in these countries."
He noted that the houses "were built as the Indians had
told me, all of stone, of several stories and covered with
terraces. This town is more considerable than Mexico;
several times I was tempted to go into it, for I knew I was
26.

The catastrophe has been often enough deseribed.
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only risking my life which I had offered to God the day I
began my journey. At last, considering the danger, I feared
that if I should be killed, the knowledge of the country
might be lost." So he limited himself to take formal posession
of "the seven cities, the kingdoms of Totonteac, Acus and
Marata," in the name of Don Antonio de Mendoza, erected
a cross, and left, regretfully though hurriedly."
The return was a flight. The Sobaypuris were angry
at the death of their relatives at Cibola and received him
with marked unkindness. Only among the Opatas he felt
safe again, and further on he thought of reconnoitering the
tOWllil of which he had heard in southern Sonora as being
inhabited by the people who knew and used gold. From
the neighborhood thereof he observed, "seven villages of
reasonable size and tolerably distant, a handsome and very
fresh-looking valley, and a very pretty town whence much
smoke arose. I learned that there was gold in quantity,
that the natives manufacture bars, jewels for the ears,
and little scrapers out of it.""' Here also he planted two
crosses and took formal possession. On the 2-14 of September, 1539, Fray Marcos handed in his official report, written
on nine leaves or sheets of paper, consequently he must
have returned to Mexico already in August, if not in July,
of the same year.
On the strength of the official report, about whose
genuineness there is not the slightest doubt, Fray Marcos
of Nizza, has been, since more than three centuries, repeatedly accused of cowardice and of mendacity!
The accusation of cowardice is too silly to merit much
attention, In not persisting to enter Cibola, the friar acted
faithfully and judiciously, He exposed his person enough
during the whole journey to show that he was true to his
mission, to the letter and spirit thereof. The simple words:
"I feared that if I should be killed, the knowledge of the
27. •Relation' (PI'. 274-280).
28. Idem. (p. 281). Herrera.
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country might be lost," explains his action and justifies
it.
N ow to the question of veracity. There is no doubt but
that the FranCiscan monk reached Cibola, for the following
year he accompanied Francisco Vasquez Coronado thither.
That commander took the route which the friar led him,
and arrived safely and swiftly. But once there, the Spaniards grew angry at the priest, charging him with having
grossly misrepresented the state of the country, enormously exaggerated both resources and culture of its inhabitants.'''' Therefore', Fray Marcos must have been a great
liar and deceiver. He retired to Mexico, and his order
honored him for what he had done.
Where was Cibola?
The name furnishes no clue.
There is "Civonaroco," the "rock where people slide or
fall." In the Opata Idiom, there is "Chivano-ki," the house
of Civano, in the Pima dialect of Arizona, and the proper
name of Casa grande. But Casa grande was abandoned
long before the sixteenth century."" There is "Shi-wa-na,"
the name by which the Zuni Indians designated theh home,
their tribal range. In 1583, Antonio de Espejo positively
asserts: "Zuni, which the Spaniards call Cibola."o" Mr.
Frank Hamilton Cushing, whose model ethnologic~l researches have thrown such a flood of light on the "Indians
of New Mexico, and on Zuni in particular, has determined
that in the sixteenth century the Zuni tribe dwelt in seven
villages. Six of these are named in an official Spanish
document of 1598."" The statement that Cibola was Zuni
is repeated after 1583.
It must be remembered that Fray Marcos always tram29. See the certificate of Juan Baeza de Herrera. notary, appended to 'Refat;'on'
(Civoli,' PI'. 282-284.)
30. Castaneda ("Voyage de Cibola," PI'. 13, 42, 48) is very bitter. He slander.
the friar even by the incorrect statement that he knew nothing about Cibola but
what the Indians had told him.
31. Con·.pare my report in the 'Firth Annual Report' of the Archaeological
Institute of America (1884, PI'. 67-72, 80-82).
32. Espejo 'Relacion del Viaje' (\'01. XV. p. 177) has: "Ame. y por otro nombre
elbola," Hackluyt's version says: "Zuny, y la lIaman las Espllnoles Cibola,"
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ped as near as possible due north. We have followed him
from the Culiacan to the Yaquis, to the Pimas of central
Sonora, the Opatas of northern Sonora, into the valley of
the San Pedro in Arizona, to the banks of the Gila river,
where he camped. Thence, fifteen days of march would
bring him to Cibola.
In the sixteenth century, only two groups of Indians,
dwelling in houses of stone and mud, lay north of the Gila:
the Moquis or Arizona and the Zunis of western New
Mexico. All the other "Pueblos" were far to the northeast. In a straight line, the Moqui villages are only about
one hundred and eighty-five miles from Fort Thomas, where
the friar probably forded the river Zuni, only one hundred
and sixty. But the straight line is utterly impracticable,
even for Indians. The shortest trip from Zuni to the Gila
is about two hundred and forty miles, if we take Fort
Thomas or "San Jose del Pueblo Viejo" as terminal point.
On his flight, Fray Marcos made at most ten leagues
(twenty-seven miles) daily.''' Dul'ing the advance, when
he proce3ded cautiously and slowly, with Indians carrying
on their backs casks and bales filled with goods for exchange, fifteen to eighteen miles would be a good average.
It could have brought him to Moqui as well as to Zuni.
Aside from the fact that the Indians of Sonora, trading
as they did periodically with Cibola, would, in case of going
to the Moqui villages, scarcely have passed Zuni unnoticed
-the report that a similar cluster, called Totonteac, lay
still to the west of Cibola, points to Zuni, and not to Moqui
settlement. In the following year the Spaniards Ylf'ited
"Tusayan," west of Cibola, and thence reached the Colorado
river, but found no villages between that river and the for33. Otedic11.C·l'(l)J 1~asallajc a Su Mtlflcstad por los indios de la Pro't-'t1tCUL de·
Auuascobi' (Zuni, 9,
November, 15r.S. in Vol. XV of "Documentos ineditos," pp.
132-133) .
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mer. No Pueblos existed west of lVIoqui in the sixteenth
century. Totonteac is an old word in Zuni Idiom.'"
South of Cibola, Marata was another tribe, similarly
organized, but in condition of decadence from war. Marata, as Mr. Cushing has ascertained, is properly "Ma-tyata," and is the Zuni name for the group of Pueblos around
the salt lakes south of Zuni, whose well preserved ruins
are still visible. These villages lay abandoned in 1540, but
it must be considered that Fray Marcos reports, not from
ocular inspection, but after the story of an old fugitive who
probably spoke of times long past. Still, the fact is interesting as intimating when and how the Pueblos at "el Carrizo"
were given up.
"Hacus" is Acoma, the nearest Pueblo east of Zuni.
Its proper name is "A-qo," the Zuni call it "Ha-cu-quin,"
the Navajos, "Hacu."
"Ahacus," designated as the largest Pueblo of Cibola,
re-appears under the name "Aguascobi," as the principal
Zuni village-in 1589.'" It is the "Aguico" of Espejo" the
"Havico" of Fray Geronimo de Zarate-Salmeron,"-the
"Ha-vi-cu" of the Zuni Indians, whose ruins are still visible
at the hot springs, fifteen mil~s southeast of the ZuniPueblo.
All this points strongly to Zuni as the Cibola of old.
It also indicates that, so far, Fray Marcos, allowing for
the insufficiency of his sources, is singularly reliable.
The description of the houses applies perfectly to the
many-storied, terraced, Pueblo-buildings. The custom of
34. In 1600. Also in 1626. Fray' Guonimo de Zarate-Salmeron: "Relacion
de todas las <"osas Que en el Nuevo Mexico se han vista y sabido. aai POl' mar como
por tierra, desde el ano de 1538, has a el do 1~26: (In Vol. I of third series of "Doc.
para Is Historia de Mexico:' p. 7) Coronado: "Llego a la provincia de Cuni aloja
6U real en el pueblo de Zivola que es la cabecccra de aquella provincia:'
35. 'RelaUon' (p. 281) : "Le premier jour, je fis dix lieues, puis huit, puis db::
36. In November, 1539. the viceroy sent out an ex.pedition to test the credibility of Fray Marcos. The report of its commander, Melchior Diaz, is contained
in the second letter of Don Antonio de Mendoza ("Cibola,"' pp. 292-297).
It
mentions Totonteac and fully confirms the missionary's statements.
37. 'Obedienoia p Vasallaje a S" Magestad' (p. 132).
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laying in the frames of trap doors with small turquoises
prevailed at Zuni in former times, as Mr. Cushing has
found out. The Zuni dressed in cotton and had buffalo
robes, which they obtained plentifully through trade. Turquoises they always had in abundance, and as there was a
communication between Sonora and the north, the statement of Fray Marcos: that the Opatas and Sobaypuris
wore them, is very rational and highly probable. Indian
commerce goes slow but reaches remarkably far.
The cloth, woven from the hair of the quadrupeds
about as large as small greyhounds, and worn at Totonteac,
can be found to-day at Moqui. It is no cloth, but a heavy
blanket, woven with strips of jack-mbb'it hair wound
around a core of Yucca-fibre. That garment was abundant at Tusayan and even at Cibola when Coronado reached
the latter place.""
Lastly, we come to a statement which seems to place
the mendacity of Fray Marcos beyond the possibility of
palliation or doubt. It is his assurance: that Cibola was
larger than the city of Mexico. But how large was Mexico in 1539? The Indian settlement had been destroyed
in 1521; its ruins even were obliterated. The Spanish
town sprang up in 1524, and it is questionable whether
in 1539 it had much over one thousand inhabitants."· A
many-storied Indian-Pueblo always looks, from the distance, twice as large as it really is, and even if Mexico
had two thousand souls, the comparison far from being
exaggerated, was very proper and truthful indeed.
When Coronado captured Cibola in the succeeding year,
the largest Pueblo of the seven was called "Macaqui:o The
ruins of "Matza-ki" lie four miles east of the present Zuni
38. 'Relaeion' (p. 118).
39. 'Relaeions' "El pueblo mayor y Cabeza de todas es el pueblo de Cibola,
{Iue en su lengua se llama Havico" (p. 30.)
40. Fray Toribio Motolinia oRela-cion 1J08tercra de Sivola y de mas de qu.atrQcienta .• le[/uas adelante' (M88. 1549, in "Libro de Oro," unpublished): "tambien
haecn mantas de pellejos de Liebres y de conejos."
'Voyage de Cibola' (the French translation, p. 168) has "Muzaque," but the
original 1\188., on fol. 107, has wry plainly "Macaque,"
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village, at the foot of the high mesa. The place was inhabited until 1680, then permanently abandoned."
In view of all these facts, it appears absolutely certain that Zuni was the Cibola of the sixteenth century, of
Fray Marcos and of Coronado.
But where, in which one of the Zuni villages, was this
negro Estevan killed? Mr. Cushing tells the tale. There
are two traditions to that effect among the tribe. One relates that the first "Mexican" whom they saw was accompanied by two dogs, that his greedy insolence angered
the people and they did away with him during the night.
The other, more positive one, was that a "black Mexican"
arrived at the Pueblo of "Caquima" and was killed there
for his outrageous conduct. Soon after the "Mexicans"
came in numbers and made war upon the Zunis. Estevan
had two dogs with him, he was black, and the year after
his death Coronado took Cibola by storm.
Caquima lies in a niche of the southern slope of the
great mesa· of Zuni, and is plainly visible from the south
side only, whence Fray Marcos approached Cibola. His
description of a plain-a hill or height on whose slope the
village was built-agrees completely with Caquima, as it
is seen from a distance.'"
It is noteworthy that Fray Marcos never mentions
mineral wealth in connection with Cibola-Zuni; only turVetancurt 'Oronica de la 1Jrovinl:ia del Santo Evanpelio d(~ Mexico' '(Po 321)
mentions "May.aquia" as a hamlet, still extant in 1680. I know the place wen, having
surveyed the Ruins in 1883.
41. Herrera 'Rist. General' (Vol. I. "Dcecripcion," p. Ii) says that at his time
(1610, about) Mexico had four thousand Spanish settlers.
At the time of Sir
Francis Drake, Mexico. and its surrounding towns. harbored seven thousand
Spanish families, three thousand unmarri~ Spaniards and two hundred thousand
Indians.
Kven this appears an exaggeration.
Sebastian .l\tIunster ICosmogTa}>hy'
(1623, p. 1714).
42. Herrera lHist. Gen.C1'al' (II, p. 159) says: 'len Ja falda de un Cerro redondo."
This is even more appropriate than the French translation, and applies
perfectly to Caquirna as seen from the ':>outh. I surveyed the Ruins in 1883. while
enjoying the hospitality of Mr. Cushing. It is well situated for defense.
43. The father was deceived by his own experience in Peru. where the natives
hnew gold as gold and not simply judp;ed by the color.
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quoises. When he mentions gold. it is only in southern
Sonora. He speaks of it from hearsay, and may have been
deceived. The Indians judged of the metal by its looks,
and not after qualities unknown to them.'"
Cabeza de Vaca never having trod New Mexican soil,
Fray Marcos of Nizza must stand in history as the real
discoverer of New Mexico, and of its Pueblo Indians. Long
mistrusted, often criticized, assailed, nay defamed, he appears at last as a courageous, devoted. sagacious, and
thoroughly truthful man.
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DOCUMENTS FOR THE HISTORY OF THE NEW
MEXICAN MISSIONS IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY
FRANCE SCHOLES

In the past our knowledge of the New Mexican missions
in the seventeenth century has depended very largely on
the writings of Benavides and Vetancurt. During the year
1927-28 I found a mass of new documentary material for
the history of New Mexico in the archives of Mexico and
Spain, and in these documents there is a great fund of new
information concerning both general mission policy and
the history of the individual missions which will make it
possible to present a fairly detailed study of the NewMexican missions in the seventeenth century.
Most of the information is incidental, but there are
several documents which consist entirely of descriptions
of missions or of statistics concerning missions. These
documents are presented here for separate publication because of their importance and interest.
1.

The first of the docum'ents consists of a list of missions
together with brief descriptions of the church. convento,
visitas, and number of Indians in connection with each
mission. It is a list which seems to have been part of or
supplementary to the Relation of Fray Geronimo de Zarate
Salmeron. The' edition of Salmeron's Relation which is
printed in the Documentos pam la Historia de Mexico, third
series, does not contain such a list, so that apparently the
Relation as we have had it is not complete.
It is interesting to compare the list with the informa4
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tion contained in the Memorial of Benavides, for, in certain respects, it contains more definite and more complete
information than the Benavides account. It is possible
also to check up some of the information presented in the
new list by reference to statements in the papers of the
Inquisition in the Archivo General de la Nacion in Mexico
City.
The document is part of a larger expediente which is in
the Archivo General de Indias, legajo 60-3-6, and which
has the title: Mexico. Ecclesiastical. 1664. The Provincial
of the Order of Saint Francis of the PrOV1~nce of Santo
Evangelio concerning the matter of gmntinl} 40 friars to
the said province.
A translation of the document follows: '
Certification of the notices which exist concerning the Custodia of New Mexico which is part of the
Province of Santo Evangelio of Mexico; the state of
the missions, churches, conventos. and provision for
public worship, which are described below according
to the relation and notice which were given concerning that Custodia by Padre Predicador Fray Geronimo de Zarate Salmeron,exemplary minister in that
Custodia, and remitted to the Very Reverend Padre
Fray Francisco de Apodaca, Padre of the Province
of Cantabria and Comisario-general of the Provinces
of New Spain; from the year 1538 to the year 1626.
The Villa of Santa Fe, capital of that Custodia,
in which live the Governor and the Spaniards, has a
very good church in which i1" kept the Blessed Sacrament; everything pertaining to public worship is
very complete and well arranged; it has a fair
convento, and there are 200 Indians under its ad1. I have not tried to make any elaborate commentary. in the form of nott's, on
any of the documents translated. Such a commentary. to be complete, would necessitate a more careful study of the documents in the Inquisition papers than I have
)'et been able to make.
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ministration who are capable of receiving the sacraments.
The said Villa also has a visita in the pueblo of
Tesuque, with a church and 170 Indians under its
administration.
The pueblo of San IIdefonso has a very good
church, in which is kept the Blessed Sacrament;
it has whatever is necessary for public worship, a
choir, and an organ; it has two visitas and 400 Indians under its administration.
The pueblo of Santa Clara has a very good
church, whatever is necessary for public worship,
a choir and organ, a fair c01wento, and a visita in
the pueble of San Juan. It also has eight estancias
under cultivation, and their serving people; and it
has 993 souls under its administration.
The pueblo of Nambe has a very good church
and convento and the rest pertaining to public worship, a choir. and an organ; it has a visita which is
called Cuyamungue; and there are 300 souls under
its administration.
The pueblo of Santo Domingo has a very good
church, in which is kept the Blessed Sacrament, a
choir, an organ, and many musical instruments;
everything pertaining to public worship is very complete; it has a good convento. This pueblo has a
visita called Cochiti; it has a church. There are
850 souls under the administration of the mission.
The pueblo of San Felipe has a good church,
and the provision for public worship is very well
arranged; it has a choir, an organ, and other musical instruments; it has 350 souls under its administration.
The pueblo of Pecos has a very good church,
provision for public worship," and organ and choir;
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2.. The Spanish phrase "culto divino" is used throughout the document to include the things necessary for worship as well as the act of worship itself.
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there are 1189 souls under its administration.
The pueblo of Galisteo has a good church, provision for public worship, an organ and choir; and
a good convento. It also has a visita called San
Cristobal which has a good church and dweiling.
There are 1000 souls under the administration of
the mission.
The pueblo of San Marcos has an ordinary
church, and the provision for public worship is
poor; the convento is not finished. It has two
visitas called San Lazaro and La Cienega, with
poor provision in every respect: There are 777
souls under the administration of the mission.
The pueblo of Chilili has a very fine church
and convento, choir and organ; in this pueblo thue
have been assembled many people from the other
pueblos; there are 250 souls under its administratioo.
The pueblo of Tajique has a very good church
and convento, choir and organ, and there are 484
souls under its administration.
The pueblo of Cuarac has a very good church,
an organ and choir, and very good provision for public worship; there are 658 souls under its administration.
The pueblo of Abo has a church and convento,
organ and choir, and provision for public worship.
It has two visitas, the one for the Jumanos, the
other is Tabira. It has 1580 souls under its administratioo.
The pueblo of Jemez has a splendid church, a
good convento, a choir and organ, and 1860 souls
under its administration.
The pueblo of Sia has a church, convento, choir,
3, "Todo pobre."
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and organ, and a visita called Santa Ana; it has 800
souls under its administration.
The pueblo of Sandia has an excellent church in
which is kept the Blessed Sacrament; there is a choir
and organ, and very complete provision for public
worship; it has a visita, and estancias under cultivation, and the visita of the pueblo of los P
'
(Puaray?) ; and 640 souls under its administration.
The pueblo of Isleta has a very fine church and
convento .. it has very good music and organ; there
are fourteen estancias under cultiviation. In this
pueblo is kept the Blessed Sacrament. The pueblo
has 750 souls under its administration.
The pueblo of Alameda has a fair church and
convento, music and organ, and poor provision for
public worship; and 400 souls under its administration.
The beautiful rock of Acoma has on its summit
the church which is the most handsome (in the Custodia ?), the paraphernalia of public worship is
abundant and unusual; (the church) has a choir
and organ; there are 600 souls under its administratioo.
The pueblo of Oraibi has a very good church,
very good provision for public worship, a choir with
many (musical) instruments, a good convento, and
1236 souls under its administration.
The pueblo of Aguatobi has a church and convento, and a visita called Gualpi, and it has 900
souls under its administration.
The pueblo of Xongopavi and its visita of Moxainavi have churches, a good convento, the provi-
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4. It is not clear whether there was one visHa or two, but probably only one.
The word ··P._ .. __ .
" was illegible.
Inasmuch as Puaray is not mentioned
elsewhere in the document it se~m:5 reasonable to 3SEume that .. P..
..
" may refer
to Puaray.
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sion for public worship is well arranged; there are
830 souls under its administration.
The pueblo of Socorro has a church and convento, with two visitas, Alamillo and Sevilleta;
there is very good provision for public worship;
there are 400 souls under administration.
The pueblo of Picuris has a very good church
and convento, provision for public worship, music,
and 564 souls under its administration.
The pueblo of Taos revolted, killed its minister,
destroyed a handsome church and convento, and
profaned everything pertaining to public worship;
a very barbarous people; and of them 600 souls are
reduced.
The province of Zuni, severely punished for
having destroyed churches and conventos and for
having killed one of the ministers who served in
the work of conversion; in this province there are
1200 Indians who have asked for ministers once
more.
The pueblo of San P _~~_~o," which is being
populated again, has 200 souls that have been converted.
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All the churches and conventos, together with all the
rest pertaining to public worship have been built (or provided) by the ministers of the Province of Santo Evangelio of Mexico, without trying to avoid the hardships of
those lands; thinking only of the spiritual future of so many
converted souls, who now live peacefully in the missions
of that Custodia; and in such a holy ministry is recognized
the service of God Our Lord, and the solicitude of fulfilla.

I do not know to what mis:;ion this

refer~.
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ing with what His Majesty (God protect him) has ordered
us to do for the advancement of Our Holy Catholic Faith.
I, Fray Bartolome Marquez, secretary-general of the
Indies certify that ~t the request of Padre Fray Antonio
de Aristoi (?), Procurator-general of the Province of Santo
Evangelio of Mexico, I made this copy of the original which
is in the archive of the Secretariat of the Indies, and it
agrees with the original. Madrid, May 24, 1664.
Fray Bartolome Marquez (Rubric)
Secretary-general of the Indies.
II.

The second document, which is a report to the officials
of the Hacienda in Mexico City, describes the status of the
missions during the years 1663-1666, and contains a statement of needs for the future.
The manuscript is in the Museo Nacional, Mexico City,
in Asuntos de Conventos 11 Colegios. vol.:t91, ff. 21, 22.
A translation follows:
Certification concerning the Friars of New Mexico.
I, Fray Domingo Cardoso, of the Order of the Lesser
Brothers of the Regular Observance of Our Seraphic Padre
San Francisco, Preacher, and Minister - Provincial of this
Province of Santo Exangelio, Custodias of Tampico and
New Mexico, Nuns of Santa Clara· and Brothers of the
Third Order, etc. - , certify to the Judges and Officials
of the Royal Hacienda of this New Spain who reside in
this City of Mexico, that from the third of August of the
year 1663 to the third of August of the past year of 1666
the friar-priests vvho will be noted (below) have served
and are serving in the missions of the Custodia of New
Mexico, and that they have served during the three years
referred to, being occupied in the administration of the
Blessed Sacraments to the p.atives of the Custodia, converting to our Holy Catholic Faith and catechising innum-
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erable others of the different tribes that are being converted there by means of their teaching and preaching;
and they will serve in the same manner during all of the
triennium following, and in the same work, fulfilling in so
far as is possible on our part, the ministry in which His
Majesty (Whom God protect) has placed the said friars,
and for which effect he aids them with his royal alms;
and for which reason there is due the said friars the grant
(of alms) for the three years which are beginning and
which are to be counted from the third day of August of
the past year of 1666 and will be completed 011 the third
of the aforesaid month of the year 1669; there being complete the number of -friars, contained in this our certification, in each of the conventOI'l of the aforesaid Custodia;
and also the urgent need which exists for a greater number
of priests.·· In the following form:
1. In the convento of La Concepcion of the Villa of
Santa Fe there serve and will serve three friarpriests,' who will administer the said "illa, three
visitas, and several estancias; and it is necessary
that there should be five friars, four priests and
one lay-brother.
2. In the con'vento of Nuestro Padre San Francisco of
Nambe there serve and will serve two friars, one
priest and one lay-brother; the priest will administer the pueblo, two visitas, and several estancias;
another priest is needed.
3. In the convento of San Ildefonso there serves and
will serve one friar-priest, who will administer the
pueblo and six estancias; and because of the lack
of friars he visits the COnt'ento of Santa Clara of
the Tewas, and that of San Juan of the same nation, distant and separate pueblos; and at least
three friars are needed, two priests and one laybrother.
6.

"Religiosos eacrerootes.··
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4. In the convento of San Lorenzo of the pueblo of
Picuris there serve and will serve two friars, one
of them a priest who will administer the pueblo;
and because the said pueblo is in the mountains
and suffers isolation from the beginning of October to the end of April, (the way) being impassable because of the frequent and severe snowstorms, and because the number of natives is increasing, it is necessary for the spiritual welfare
of them, as well as of the friars, that at least four
priests should serve in the said pueblo, three of
them priests.
5. IIi theconvento of Nuestra Senora de los Angeles
of the pileblo of Pecos, which is established in
the mountain region, there are and there will be
two friar-priests for its administration.
6. In the convento of the San Geronimo of the pueblo
of Taos there serves and will serve one friarpriest, who will administer the pueblo, which is
on the other side of all the mountain ranges; and
for that reason it is absolutely necessary that
there should be two priests.
7. In the convento of Santa Cruz of the pueblo of Galisteo there is and will be one friar-priest who will
administer it and also a visita; it is necessary to
ask for one more priest.
8. In the convento of San Marcos of the pueblo of the
same name there is and will be one friar-priest
who will administer it, together with two visitas
and three esta:hcias; and in the said pueblo, which
is of the nation called Tanos, it is necessary that
there should be at least two priests.
9. In the convento of San Miguel of the pueblo of Tajique there serves and will serve one friar-priest
for the administration of the said pueblo, and
who also looks after the affairs of the pueblo of
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10.

11.

12.

13.

7.

Chilili in which there is established a convento
with the title of La Natividad de Nuestra Senora;
and (because) both' are in the mountain region
and surrounded with the hardships of mountainous country, it is absolutely necessary that two
priests should serve in these pueblos.
In the convento of the Immaculate Conception
of the pueblo of Cuarac there serves and will
serve, for the administration (of the pueblo), ()ne
friar-priest; and because (the pueblo) is in the
rugged part of the mountain area, it is necessary
that there should be at least two priests.
In the convento of San Gregorio of the pueblo of
AbO established in the mountain area and surrounded with similar hardships, there serves and
will serve nne friar-priest, who will administer
it; and the service of two priests is absolutely
necessary.
In the convento of San Buenaventura of the pueblo of the J umanos there serves and will serve
one friar-;priest for the administration of the
Blessed Sacrament in the pueblo and in a visita
which is also in the mountain area; for this reason it is regarded that the assistance of two more
priests is indispensable.
In the convento of Nuestro Padre Santo Domingo,
established in the stated peaje de sierra7 there
serves and will serve one friar-priest for the said
administration in it and in a visita; and fol' lack
of friars he will also administer the pueblo of
Cochiti in which there is the convento of San
Buenaventura.
Moreover, in the convento of
Nuestro Padre Santo Domingo there is a :~agrario
and in it is a lamp which burns continuously and
in it there serves the Padre Custodio together

The meaning of this phra.'ic is not entirely clear.
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with a lay-brother who assists him as companion
to the said Padre. It is indispensable that there
should be at least three priests and the lay-brother.
In the convento of San Diego of the pueblo of
Jemez there serves and will serve two friars, one
of them a priest who will administer the pueblo;
and it is necessary that one more priest should
be added.
In the convento of La Asuncion de Nuestra Senora
of the pueblo of Sia there serves and will serve
one friar-priest, who will administer it and also
a visita; the service of two priests is necessary.
In the convento of Nuestro Padre San Francisco
of Sandia there serve and will serve two friars,
one of them a priest who will administer the said
pueblo, two visitas, and thirty estancias, more
or less; for this reason three priests and one laybrother are indispensable.
In the convento of San Antonio of the pueblo of
Isleta there serves and will serve one priest for
the administration (of the mission) and as guardian of the sagm1'io which is there and of the
lamp which burns continuously; and he also has
charge in fourteen estancias. For this reason
the continual assistance of two priests is indispensable.
In the convento of Nuestra Senora of Socorro there
serves and will serve one friar-priest for the administration of the (pueblo), two visitas, and two
estancias; and another priest is necessary.
In the convento San Antonio Glorioso of the pueblo of Senecu there serve and will serve two friars,
one of them a priest who will administer the said
pueblo; and one more priest, at least, is needed.
In the convento of San Estevan of the Rock of
Acoma, which is twenty-four leagues distant from
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

the' nearest settlement, there serves and will serve
one friar-priest for the administration (of the
pueblo) and it is positively necessary that three
priests should serve (there).
In the convento of Nuestra Senora de la Candelaria
of the pueblo of Halona there serves and will serve
one friar-priest, who will administer the BlesRed
Sarcament in it and in a visita,' and also because
of urgent necessity he serves the pueblo of La
Purisima Concepcion of Hawikuh, with also another visita, which is distant thirty six leagues
from the nearest settlement; and for these reasons it is almost inaccessible; and it is necessary
that there should be at least three friars to serve
(the pueblos).
In the convento of San Miguel of Orabibi there
serves and will serve one friar-priest who will
administer it and also a visita,' and also, for lack
of a friar, he looks after the pueblo of Moxainavi
in which there is a convento and also a visita;
it is necessary to add one priest.
In the convento of Xongopavi there is one
friar-priest who will administer it and a visita;
and it is necessary that another priest should be
added.
In the newly established convento of Nuestra
Senora of Guadalupe in EI Paso· there serve and
will serve two friar-priests who will administer
more than seven hundred new christians and a
large number of neophytes."
In the new conversion of the nation of the Sumas
there has been erected a hermitage and dwelling
whose title is that of Las Lagas de Nuestro Sera-

8. The mission was founded in 1659, the corner Btone of the church dedicated
in ).662, and the completed church dedicated in 1668. Hughes. The Beginnings of
SpaniSh Setizem....tB in the El Paso District. pp. 806'308.
9. "Catechumenos:'
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fico Padre San Francisco; and there serves and
will serve (the conversion) one friar-priest who
will administer a single family of christians and
several neophytes, and he is reducing a large number of gentiles to Our Catholic Faith, with great
hope that they will receive Holy Baptism, Another friar is requested to aid him.
And that the said Judges and Officials of the royal
HaCienda who reside in this City of Mexico may reply to
the aforesaid, and that there may be granted the customary alms, which His Majesty (whom God Protect) has
formerly granted to the said friars of Our Holy Order, for
all the three years which have begun and will be completed
on the third day of August of 1669, as more fully noted
and explained in the first part of this document - I make
the present certification and swear on the word of a priest,
with my hand on my breast, that in the conversion of the
stated Custodia of New Mexico neither I nor the Reverend
Father Provincials, my predecessors, have admitted into
the (said conversions) any friar who may have come from
the Kingdom of Castile with stipend from the King Our
Lord (whom God protect) and destined for the Philippine
Islands or for other parts. of these kindgoms, nor will I
admit them. And I also swear, in the same form as aforesaid, that in all the stated conventos visitas, and estancias,
of this our said Custodia, in which it is customary to celebrate ths Holy Sacrifice of the mass, I have ascertained
that they have ornaments, chalices, and the remaining
things necessary to celebrate properly; and also that in the
conventos there are books in which are registered and inscribed the natives of the said Custodia, with individual
notation for those who are baptised, married, or who die;
and that the conventos which are noted in this certificate as
having sagrarios there are lamps which burn continuously
before the Blessed Sacrament.. And by the present ( certi-
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fication) I certify the truth of the (aforesaid); signed
with my hand, sealed with the great seal of our office and
countersigned by our secretary. In this City of Mexico the
sixth day oL
?~
,o,1667.
Fr. Domingo Cardoso, (rubric)
Minister Provincial
By order,
Sr. Felix de Pandateguis
Secretary.
(To be continued)
10.

Month omitted.
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REPORT OF COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
WITH THE
JICARILLA APACHE INDIANS
Indian Agency
Cimarron, N. M.
Dec. 21, 1873.
To the Hon:
E. P. Smith
Com. Indian Affairs,
Washington. D. C.
Sir:
In compliance with your instructions dated 17 Nov.
1873, directing me, as Agent of the Government, to assemble
a Council of the Jicarilla Apache Indians, and obtain th~ir
consent to an agreement for their removal to and permanent
location upon a Reservation, defined in said Agreement, etc.,
etc. I have the honor to report as follows:
Upon the receipt of your instructions the Apaches were
scattered in small bands in different parts of the Territory.
- I immediately sent messengers to the Camps of those,
whose locality I could learn, directing them to meet me at
this Agency on the 1st inst, but was only able to get together
a small number on that dat~, owing to their camps being
so far apart and so distant from the Agency - I explained
~ those of the Apaches, who answered my summons, that
I was empowered by the Government to enter into an Agreement with them for their permanent location upon a Reservation and requested them to select a Representative Delegation to proceed with me to Tierra Amarilla, New Mex.,
for the purpose of holding a council to transact business
entrusted to me but owing to the fact that at that time t.he
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weather was very stormy and the snow in the mountains
between this place and Tierra Amarilla was very deep, they
positively refused to comply with my request, but stated
that as a greater part of their number was then at Tierra
Amarilla, they would agree to whatever was done in the
Council Relying upon their good faith after I had exhausted
every means of persuasion, I proceeded to Tierra Amarilla
by way of Santa Fe, at which point I arrived the afternoon
of the 4th inst., and as directed by your telegram of the
29th inst. I made requisition upon Supt. Dudley for funds
to defray necessary expenses, which requisition was duly
honored by that officer on the morning of the 6th inst.Immediately upon the receipt of funds I hired a conveyance
and at once started for the place of hording the Council
accompanied by a competent translator and interpreter
whom I deemed it prudent to employ, where I arrived at
noon of the 9th inst.-, having travelled most of the time
through a blinding snow storm, with the snow on the ground
from 1 to 2 feet in depth, and over a country where there is
only one place of shelter for a distance of about 50 miles
Upon my arrivial at Tierra Amarilla very much to my
disappointment, I found that the Indians had left, scattering in small bands in search of winter quarters, but determined. to do all in my power to accomplish your wishes,
I immediately despatched messengers on the different trails
made by the Indianson their march, and they were fortunate
enough to overtake them, and in compliance with my request they at once returned to their agency at Tierra Amarilla. Late in the day on the 10th inst., all of the Chiefs and
principal men of the Apaches, located at the Tierra Amarilla
Agency, having arrived, I at once convened a council in due
form. After reading to them, my authority for calling
them together in Council, I read to them the proposed
Articles of Agreement - They listened attentively throughout the. reading,frequently expressing their approbation After I had concluded reading the article of agreement,
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as I had expected, many of them positively refused to have
anything to do with it, stating that the Government had no
right to take them from the home, which they had occupied
for so many years. Time will not permit me to embrace in
this report, the speeches made by the different Indians.
After talking to them I adjourned the Council for the purpose of obtaining refreshments, and to give the Indians opportunity to talk amongst themselves. Immediately upon
arriving at Tierra Amarilla, I had made up my mind that
the Indians had been tampered with and prejudiced against
any agreement, which might be offered for their ,acceptance.
Their talk during the Council confirmed me in my belief.
On my way to Tierra Amarilla I requested the attendance
at the Council of Mr. John Townsend, a personal friend of
mine, whom I knew would render me all the assistance in
his power, and of whom I will speak hereafter. Also, before the assembling of the Council, I asked the assistance
of two other gentlemen, of whom I will also speak hereafter..
During the recess of the Council these gentlemen used
their personal influence in disabusing the minds of the
Indians of the evil influence which they had been subjected
to by evil disposed persons and pointed out to them in the
most forcible way the great benefits the Agreement proposed to confer upon them. I have reason to congratulate
myself upon my prudent forethought in securing the assistance of these friends, for without their help I might have
been several days in accomplishing that which was accomplished in only a few hours.
On the reassembling of the Council, after some preliminary talking, I am pleased to state that the Jicarilla
Apache Indians, in Council assembled gave their unqualified consent to the Articles of Agreement, presented for
their acceptance, and desired me to convey their thanks
to the Government for the liberal provision proposed for
.them.
5
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During the Council there was at the Agency about
four hundred Indians, men, women and children. Most of
them arrived after the Council had concluded - I was
compelled to make some presents in the shape of clothing
to some of the Indians, who were almost destitute, but not
having your instructions to buy any goods I made my purchase as light as possible. I was unable to secure the attendance at the Council of any of the Ute Indians, they
being from 30 to 40 miles west of Tierra Amarilla, where
they had gone in search of winter quarters. I, however,
despatched a messenger to their nearest camp, with directions to request them to. send a Delegation of their principal
men to meet me in Council at their Agency as soon as possible - I waited for them 3 days when my messenger returned, bringing with him Ute Indians, who stated that
they were not Delegates, authorized to act for their people,
but that they had only come to see what I wanted - I stated
the object of my mission, explained to them the Articles
of Agreement, accepted by the Jicarilla Apaches and the
clause therein to which the Government asked the assent
of the Utes. They stated, that they could see no objection
whatever to the Apaches having access to their Agency and
being cared for by their Agent, but, that, as they were not
authorized Delegates, they ,::ould not take upon themselves
to sign the Agreement, but were sure that their people
would give their consent at any time, when they could be
got together and the matter presented to them.
My thanks are due to Agent W. D. Crothers for his
efficient and kind assistance during the Council. He did
everything in his power to make my mission a success. Mr.
Thomas D. Burns, of Tierra Amarilla, a personal friend
of my own, rendered me very efficient service, for which
I am truly grateful. He is one of the few gentlemen, possessing the entire confidence of the Apaches, which he has
acquired by kind treatment and fair dealing with them,
Of Mr. Townsend's invaluable assistance, I feel it is but
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just to make a special mention. Having a long thorough
acquaintance with several of the principal Apaches, who
had been tampered with by parties hostile to the Treaty
and actuated by most unworthy motives, I regarded him as
the person most likely to disabuse their minds of the false
impressions in regard to the character of the Treaty and
the objects and purposes of the Government that had been
imposed upon them - and upon my summons he left his
business nearly 100 miles away and joined me at Tierra
Amarilla, riding alone through an unsettled country made
dangerous by the heavy snowstorms that had blocked and
concealed the roads. The condition of things I found .at
that place indicated my action in the matter and proved
that my foresight was fortunate. Although the Treaty
would undoubtedly have. been made without Mr. Townsend'~
assistance, I am free to admit that it was made much more
easily and at an exp·enditure of less time and money by
his efficient help.
On the morning of the 14th I started for Santa Fe,
where I arrived at noon on the 16th inst. I was detained
in Santa Fe one day and on the morning of the 18th left
for Cimarron, where I arrived about noon on the 19th.
I immediately sent word to the Apaches, located at this
agency, and who were encamped only a few miles distant,
to meet me in Council at my Agency on the morning of the
20th. In compliance with my request the two principal chiefs
Jose Largo and San Pablo with all their principal men and
about 100 of their braves arrived early, and at about ten
o'clock, I assembled them in Council and read to them with
the assistance of my Interpreter the Articles of Agreement;
after which I stated to them the result of the Council at
Tierra Amarilla and reminded San Pablo and found a Delegation of Monache Utes, who were awaiting l)1.y arrival
and very anxious to join their people, who are out on the
plains hunting. I stated to them the nature of the Agreement with the Apaches, and the part thereof to which the
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Government wanted the assent of the Utes, who were to be
located at the Southern Ute Agency.. They said it was a
good thing, and that they were glad that the Apaches were
to continue their neighbors, as many of their people were
married to Apache women, and that it was right they should
live together, and directed me to write their names to the
paper, they making their mark, which was done in the presence of witnesses, after which they mounted their horses
and started for the hunting ground. I wanted them to re-,
main to meet the Apaches in Council, but they said they
did not wish to do so, as they feared they would not be able
to find their people, if they delayed longer. After they had
stated and several others present, that they had agreed
to assent to what ever might be done at that Council, but,
as I had expected, they ignored their promise, and wanted
to wait until next Spring, giving as a reason, that they
were not satisfied that I was properly authorized to enter
into an Agreement with them. Candidly stating, that they
had been informed by men, whom they had known for years,
that I was not properly authorized, and that they had been
advised to enter into no agreement with me, and that if they
waited until next Spring, the Government would send a
Commission to treat with them, or would authorize someone to treat with them, whom they had known for many
years. I found that the influence exerted against me was
quite as bad, if not worse than that at Tierra Amarilla,
but by patient labors, and some very plain straightforward talking, I satisfied them that I was the duly authorized
Agent of the government to enter into an Agreement with
them and that their advisors were actuated entirely by
selfish and unworthy motives. Still they wanted to temporize - wanted time to consider, and, as it was growing
late in the day, I adjourned the council for supper, but here
during the recess of the Council I had nobody to assist me
to counter act the influence that had been exerted against
me. After supper I reassembled the Council and with patient
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labor succeeded in explaining to them the necessity for
prompt action, explained that unless the Agreement, duly
signed, reached Washington in time to receive the confirmation of Congress, that next year, they would be unprovided
for, San Pablo said that he believed I was talking the truth,
that all that I had said sounded to him like the talk of a
friend, and although he had not been acquainted with me
many months, he was sure I would not ask him or his people
to enter into any Agreement which was not for their benefit and best interest and that he was ready to sign the paper.
Jose Largo said, that, although he had never met me before, he had heard of me through his people and that he
agreed with his friend San Pablo in all that he had said,
but still there were many things connected with the Agreement, which he was not able fully to comprehend. The
paper was so very long, and contained so many things,
that it was hard for a man as old as himself, who could not
read, to remember all that it contained. He wanted to
know more about that part referring to farms and schools
•
and becoming
civilized. After reading the article again,
and explaining it to him to the best of my ability, he said
it was good, and that he hoped his grand children would
when they grew up to be men and women, have so improved
the opportunities offered them, that they would be able
to live like white people and have at least sufficient education to transact their own business. One more question,
he said. "How many people do you want to sign this paper."
I replied" "Yourself, San Pablo and all your principal men."
He replied "It is not necessary to have many names - San
Pablo, myself - the Captains and a few of the young men
are enough. I am ready to sign the papers". Whereupon
the Articles of Agreement were duly signed, and attested.
During the evening session of the Council I received
very material assistance from Mr. I C. Winter to whom
my thanks. are due.
The whole c()st to the Government including Travel-
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ling expenses - pay of Interpreter - amount paid Mr.
Townsend for his services ($100) - presents to Indiansetc., etc., amounts to the sum of $627.60 dollars. The expenditure is greater than I thought it would be, when in
Washington, but considering the embarrassments which I
have had to meet and overcome - the inclemency of the
weather - and the many drawbacks which I have had to
contend against, if the success of my mission is of the importance which I believe it to be, I am sure you will consider
the cost very trifling indeed - I feel that I have accomplished the most hopeless and disagreable task ever assigned
to and undertaken by- me - hopeless because everything
and nearly everybody seemed to be against me - disagreeable, on account of the long journeys I ha ve had to make
in the most inclement of weather, the necessity for prompt
action, and the embarrassments that I have met with, where
I had every reason to expect assistance. But if what I have
accomplished and the means I have used to accomplish the
mission intrusted to me, meet with your approval, I shall
feel well satisfied.
Very respectfully
Your obedient servant
THOlVIAS A. DOLAN
In charge of Indian Agency
Cimarron, New Mexico.
THE AGREEMENTS

Articles of Convention made and concluded on the __
______ day of
in the year of our Lord, one thousand
eight hundred and seventy three, by and between, Thomas
A. Dolan on behalf of the United States, and the undersigned Chiefs, head men and braves representing the Jicarilla Apaches.
Witnesseth, that whereas the Jicarilla Apaches now living in the vicinity of Cimarron, Terra Maria and Abique
in the Territory of New Mexico, claim and live upon lands
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ceded to certain parties by grants of the Government of
Mexico, prior to the ceding of said Territory to the United
States (said grant having been approved by the Congress
of the United States) and in consequence the said Jicarilla
Apaches have no place on which they can take up land and
settle as permanent homes, which they greatly desire to do.
Now, therefore, I Thomas A. Dolan, acting under instructions from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs dated
November 15, 1873, on behalf of the United States and
the aforesaid representatives of the Jicarilla Apaches, do
solemnly· enter into and make the following agreement.
ARTICLE

1st.

The United States agree that the following district of
country to wit: Commencing at a point where the head
water of San Juan river, crosses the southern boundary
of the Territory of Colorado following the course of said
river until it intersects the Eastern boundary of the Navajo
Reservation, thence due north along said Eastern boundary
of the Navajo Reservation to where it intersects the southern boundary line of the Territory of Colorado; thence
due East along the said southern boundary of the Territory
of Colorado to the place of beginning, for the absolute and
.undisturbed use, and occupation of the Jicarilla Apache
Indians, and for such other friendly tribes or individual
Indians, as from time to time they may be willing with the
consent of the United States to admit amongst them, and
the United States now solemnly agrees, that no person except those herein designated and authorized so to do, and
except such officers, agents and employes of the Government as may be authorized to enter upon Indian reservations in discharge of duties enjoined by law; shall ever be
permitted to pass over, settle upon or reside in the Territory described in this Article for the use of said Indians.
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2nd.

It is agreed by the Jicarilla Apaches, parties hereto,
th.at henceforth they will, and do hereby relinquish all
claims and rights to any portion of the United States or
Territories, except such as are embraced within the limits
defined in the preceding Article, and that upon the ratification by Congress of these Articles of agreement,. they
will remove to and settle upon, and reside within the limits
of the above mentioned country.
ARTICLE

3d

The United States agrees to appropriate for the aid
and encouragement of the Jicarilla Apaches, annually for
and during the period of five years, the sum of ten thousand
dollars to be expended by and under the direction of the
President of the United States; for the benefit of the said
Indians, and at the expiration of that period, they shall
be entitled to an annual appropriation of three thousand
dollars per year, for educational purposes for and during
the succeeding period of ten years.
ARTICLE

4th.

The United States agrees (the Utes consenting thereto)
that the Jicarilla Apaches shall be attached to the Southern
Ute Agency, (so soon as it may be established) and that
the Agent for the said Southern Ute Agency shall exercise
the same care of them, and their interest, that he does of
the Utes attached to his Agency; and that the said Jicarilla
Apaches shall at all times have free access to the Agency,
and enjoy all the benefit of it, except in the matter of appropriations for annuity goods, provisions, and special
treaty appropriations for the Utes.
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5th.

If bad men among the whites or among other people
subject to the authority of the United States, shall c.om- /
mit any wrong upon the person or property of the Jicarilla
Apache Indians, the United States will, upon proof made
to the Agent and forwarded to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs at Washington City, proceed at once to cause
the offender to be arrested and punished according to the
laws of the United States, and also re-imburse the injured
person for the loss sustained. If bad men among the said
Indians shall commit a wrong or depredation upon the person or property of anyone white, black, or Indian, subject to the authority of the United States and at peace
therewith the tribes herein named solemnly agree that they
will, on proof made to their Agent and notice to him, deliver up the wrong-doer to the United States, to be tried
and punished according to its laws.
ARTICLE

6th.

If any individual belonging to said tribe of Indians or
legally incorporated with them, being the head of a family,
shall desire to commence farming, he shall have the privilege to select, in the presence and WIth the assistance of
the Agent then in charge, by metes and bounds, a tract of
land within said reservation not exceeding one hundred
and sixty acres in extent, which tract, when so selected
certified, and recorded in the land book as herein directed,
shall cease to be held in common, but the same may be occupied and held in exclusive possession of the person selecting it, and his family so long as he or they may continue
to cultivate it. Any person over eighteen year of age,
not being" the head of a family, may, in like manner, select
and cause to be certified to him or her for purposes of cultivation a quantity of land" not exceeding eighty acres in
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extent, and thereupon be entitled to the exclusive possession
of the same as above directed.
For each tract of land so selected, a certificate containing a description thereof, and the name of the person
selecting it, with a certificate endorsed thereon, that the
same has been recorded shall be delivered to the party entitled to it by the Agent after the same shall have been recorded by him in a book to be kept in his office, subject
to inspection, which said book shall be known as the
"Jicarilla Apache Land Book."
The President may at any time order a survey of the
reservation, and when so surveyed, Congress shall provide
for protecting the rights of such Indian settlers in their
improvements, and may fix the character of the title held
by each. The United States may pass such laws on the subject of alienation and descent of property, and on all subjects connected with the government of the Indians on said
reservation, and the internal police thereof as may be
thought proper.
ARTICLE

7th.

In order to insure the civilization of the Indians entering into this treaty, the necessity of education is admitted,
especially by such of them as are or may be engaged in
either pastoral, agricultural, or other peaceful pursuits of
civilized life on said reservation, and they therefore pledge
themselves to induce their children, male and female, hetween the ages of seven and eighteen years, to attend school;
and it is hereby made the duty of the Agent for said Indians to see that this stipulation is complied with to the
greatest possible extent.
ARTICLE

8th.

The said Jicarilla Apache Indians agree that the Con-
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gress of the United States may authorize the passage of
roads, highways and railroads through the reservation herein designated.
In case the Indians parties hereto, refuse to live upon
their reservation, or engage in hostilities against the United
States, then the appropriation herein provided, shall not
be available for their benefit.
It is expressly understood between said Dolan and the
Indians, parties thereto, that this agreement is subject to
the ratification, or rejection of the Congress of the United
States, and by the Jicarilla Apaches in Council assembled.
We the undersigned, Chiefs, representative delegates
of the Ute Indians do agree to the several provisions in
the aforesaid articles of convention, that mutually interest
the Utes and the Jicarilla Apaches.
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FRENCH INTRUSION TOWARD NEW MEXICO
IN 1695
By F. W.

HODGE

An original manuscript of 1695 in the library of the
Museum of the American Indian, Heye Foundation, New
York City, is presented here in translation in order that
it may be available to students of the subject of French
encroachment in the Southwest and to show the relations
between the Spaniards and the Indians, especially the
Apache (probably the Jicarillas), at that time The document is of additional importance because it bears date
only three years after the reconquest of the Pueblo Indians
following their rebellion of 1680, the natives remaining
independent of Spanish authority for twelve years. Documents of this period were rendered the more rare because practically all the originals in New Mexico were destroyed by the Indians in their endeavor to rid themselves
forever of the effects of Spanish contact.
In connection with the subject of this document the
reader should consult Dr. H. E. Bolton's French intrusions
into New Mexico, 1749-1752, in The Pacific Ocean in History, by H. Morse Stephens and Herbert E. Bolton, pp.
389-407, New York, 1917.
REPORT OF THE INFORMATION GIVEN BY THE BAND THAT
CAME TO PICURIES ON SEPTEMBER

29, 1695.

Senor Governor and Captain General:
I received your Lordship's letter, and my soul is grieved
at the illness that has befallen your Lordship. May His
Divine Majesty grant you some improvement.
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I give an account to your Lordship of the coming of
Captain Mathias Lujan from his alcaldia of Picuries. The
news which he brought is that on Saturday of this week
the band entered for the purpose of barter into the said
town of Picuries. The news which the Apaches bring is
that a large number of French are coming toward the plains
of Cibola; That the Apaches are retreating to this neighborhood on account of the frequent attacks made on them
by the French. This information I impart to your Lordship. I have already caused the said Captain Lujan to return to his alcaldia with orders to examine the said Apaches
to ascertain whence come these people whom they describe
as French or Spanish, and how many leagues or days'
journey they may be from this town. Of any news that there
may be I will give an account to your Lordship. Whom
Our Lord may preserve for many years as I desire.
City of Santa Fe, September 29, 1695.
I kiss the feet of your Lordship,
your humble servant
LUIS GRANILLO.

Don Diego de Vargas Zapata Lujan Ponze de
Leon. Governor and Ca.ptain General of this kingdom and provinces of New Mexico, its new Restorer, and Conqueror at his expense, Reconqueror and
Colonizer in it, and warden of its forts and gan"isons for His Majesty, etc.
Natives of different bands of Apaches being in the
town of Picuries, having entered therein, informed the
Alcalde mayor of that town, Mathias Lujan, that in the
interior of the country there were certain men, white and
ruddy like Spaniards who were making frequent attacks
on the Apaches whose country is settled, and that they had
killed many, and were still killing those whom they found,
and that for that reason the said Apaches were leaving and
retreating toward these parts. I, the said governor and
Captain General, being on a visit to the Queres and Jemes
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of the cordillera in a district of the said kingdom and town,
my lieutenant as Governor and Captain General, the Fieldmaster Luis Granillo, by a letter dated September 29 last
of this present year gives me the aforesaid information of
their marching toward the plains of Cibola, and how the
Apaches are retreating to this neighborhood on account of
the frequent attacks they make on them. Accordingly,
pursuant to the receipt of said letter and the information
it contains, I came with all speed to this said town, where
I ordered the said lieutenant as Governor and Captain General, and at the same time in his company the Lieutenant
General of Cavalry Roque Madrid, together with my secretary of Government and War, Domingo de la Barreda, to
set out at once, and that the said lieutenant should make
for the said town of Picuries with all speed, before the
said band of Apaches left, and, with the two interpreters
to be found in the said tribe of Picuries, to wit, the abovementioned Alcalde mayor Mathias Lujan and the Sergeant
Mayor Alonso Garcia, they should receive the declaration
of the said Apaches, in the presence of my said secretary
of Government and War, the said Picuries making a transcript in the said Apache language, in order that the said
two interpreters, the Alcalde mayor and the Sergeant mayor
Alonso Garcia, may express clearly and distinctly in our
Spanish language the said declaration and relation of what
they shall say and declare in so doing. My said lieutenant
as Governor and Captain General is to do this by the questions and in the form here following.
First: Did the said Apaches see the said white and
ruddy men, and how far away are they, and what time
might be required to pass from where they are to this town
or pueblo of Picuries where they are; whether they will
make stops in coming on foot, as they say they are coming;
or whether that which they have told was told them by
other Apaches who had fled from that region; how long
ago is it that they told them this, and if they informed them
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whether the white and ruddy men were in great number;
and whether they brought horses or mules with their provisions, or if they were settled in the immediate vicinity of
their rancherias, and sallied forth to make those attacks
for the purpose of securing for themselves alone the said
herds of cibola [bison] to make themselves masters of them
and of the said land. And whether they know how the said
men came, and how long since, and whether they are settled,
having built their houses, and whether they sow (fields) for
their sustenance. The said Lieutenant general is to ask
these questions in a familiar manner, so that the said interpreters may express and declare them with full understanding and they in like manner are to do as their reason
shall tell them, without adding or omitting anything. And
he will bring to me with this order and mandate the said
original declarations which he may obtain, that there may
be evidence of this said order and mandate, which he wiII
execute while none but the said Indians are present, taking
care to that end that the others do not join in, lest they
should infer that the said information of the coming of
the said white and ruddy men causes us apprehension oriear
And before-he comes, he wiII say that if they come in great
numbers, it wiII be better that they should have more clothes
and cloaks than that they should rob our people and them
(the Apaches) as well, seeing that they are our friends
and brothers. And let them take care to advise us, and of
the road by which they come, that we on our part may make
such preparation as seems best to us and. . . . .
Done in this town of Santa Fe on the 2d of October of
this present year 1695, together with my secretary of Government and War.
D DIEGO DE V ARGAS
ZAPATA LUJAN PONCE DE LEON.

By order of the Lord Governor and Captain
General, Domingo de la Barreda
Secretary of Government and War.
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In this town of San Lorenzo de Picuries, on the 4th of
October 1695, I, the field rpaster Luis Granillo, lieutenant as Governor and Captain General, in fulfilment of and
obedience to the above decree and order of the Lord Governor and Captain General,caused to appear before me two
chiefs of the Apache tribe, who, being interrogated by Sergeant mayor Alonso Garcia and Captain Mathias Lujan,
Alcalde mayor and Captain of War of the said pueblo, and
also by Antonio Surpatu, interpreter of the said language
of the said Apaches, there being present Don Lorenzo, Governor of said town, I told them that the Lord Governor and
Captain General was pleased that they came with good intent, and how we Spaniards were already on terms of
friendship with all these nations of New Mexico, and that
His Lordship was pleased that they too were friends. And
the said Apaches replied that it was well that they were our
friends.
And being asked whether any white Spaniards who
were beyond their territory on the plains of Cibola made
frequent attacks on them, they said that seven nations
beyond the region where they live, very far from these
parts, had informed them that certain white men came to
the bank of the water and made war on the people of Quivira [the Wichita] and other parts, and presently they go
away, and again return and make war and go away, and
that it is very far off, and that they have not seen them,
and that they have this report from other nations hostile
to them, giving to understand that they who have given
them the said information are their enemies and slaves.
And that the said report may be accredited, I have signed
it together with the said secretary of Government and War
and Alonso Garcia. The others did not sign as they did
not know (how to write).
LUIS GRANILLO
ALONSO GARCIA
Done as above
Before me
Domingo de la Barreda
Secretary of Government and War.
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THE ROUTE OF THE CORONADO EXPEDITION TN
TEXAS
DAVID

DONOGHUE

in the January Southweste1'n Quarterly.

A casual reading of "The Coronado Expedition, 15401542," by George Parker Winship,' led me to suspect that
this first Spanish army that marched on the great western plains of America explored an area much less in extent
than has been heretofore ascribed to it by historians. I am
convinced by their own statements that the explorers never
left the flat Llano Estacado, that they never traversed the
rolling plains of Oklahoma, Kansas or Nebraska. It is the
purpose of this discussion to correlate the various accounts
of this eastern portion of Coronado's journey as set forth
in the narratives of Castaneda, Jaramillo and Coronado,
the Relaci6n del Suceso, and the Relaci6n Postrera de Sivola,
and to check them with the actual topography of the southern part of the Great Plains. I shall undertake to show
that the routes proposed by previous historians are clearly
impossible, and that it is highly probable and reasonable
that the route of the expedition at this point never left the
Llano Estacado,
The crux of the problem is fixing the correct situation
of Quivira, the settlement at which the explorer turned and
started back. In locating the site of Quivira, modern writers
put much stress on the distances, directions, and number of
days' march given in the narratives, and especially on Coronado's statement that Quivira was in the 40th degree of
latitude. My own experience in becoming acquainted with
1. Winship, George Parker, The Coronado Ezpeditwn, 1540-1542. Fourteenth
Annual Report of the BUTeau of Ethnotogy to the Recretary oC tile Smithsonian Institution, Part I, pages 329 to 637, Washington, 1896.
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the geography and geology of Texas during the past twenty
years prompts me to make the assertion that directions are
seldom accurate, that distances are usually over-estimated,
and that the length of a day's march too often represents the
best day's march. Quivira is generally placed by historians in the state of Kansas upon the Arkansas, the Kansas, or the Missouri river. All descriptions of the country
traversed are thereby ignored in order to put Quivira on
a river running to the northeast in the 40th degree of latitude!
It is a well defined principle of law that boundaries
are more certainly established by descriptions and references to natural objects or features than by calls for distance and direction. It is this more certain method that
I shall use to prove that the expedition never left the Llano
Estacado, and that Quivira was within the present limits
of the Texas Panhandle.
The principal accounts of Coronado's route are the narratives of Castaneda and Jaramillo, the letters of Coronado,
the Relaci6n del Suceso, and the Relaci6n Postrera de
Sivola. These narratives vary widely as to the distances,
directions, and the number of days that the expedition spent
in traveling from place to place. However they all agree
on one important point, that the eastern part of the journey was entirely upon plains, "so level that men became lost
when they went off half a league."
Upon Winship's translations of these narratives as
given in the Fourteenth Annual Report of the Bureau of
Ethnology, I have based the following summary:
In May, 1541, Coronado's army, with "1000 horses
and 500 of our cows and more than 5000 rams and ewes
and more than 1500 friendly Indians and servants'" left
Cicuye, with a treacherous Indian guide known as the Turk.
After a three or four days' march a bridge was built across
2. Ibid., 542.
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the Rio Cicuye. The march continued to the plains, passing
a village of Querechos, and in about 35 days the army
reached a "ravine like those of Colima."" Here Coronado
with 30 horsemen (and 6 men on foot?') left for Quivira
and the army returned to the Rio Cicuye.
.Coronado went north or northeast from the ravines,
keeping on the plains, and on Saint Peter and Paul's day
reached the river "below Quivira," crossed, and up the north
bank to Quivira. Coronado returned by way of the river
crossing where he left the road by which he had come. and
took the "right hand" back to the Querecho village and into
Cicuye.
The army under Tristan de Arellano returned directly
to the Rio Cicuye ,from the ravines, passing some 'salt lakes
on the way and striking the Rio Cic~ye "30 leagues or more"
below the bridge, marched up the river to this structure and
into Cicuye.

Routes Proposed by Simpson and Winsldp
Simpson" assumes the route of Coronado's expedition
out of Cieuye to have been to the northeast over the mOl1ntains, crossing the New Mexico-Colorado state line at about
Raton, thence east, keeping south of the Arkansas, until a
point near Kingman, Kansas, was reached, where Coronado
left the army and proceeded northeast to Quivira on the
Missouri Riverin northeastern Kansas and southeastern Nebraska. Coronado's return to Cicuye is not traced on Simpson's map. The return of the army was in a southwestern
direction by the Salt Plains near Cherokee, Oklahoma,
across the Texas Panhandle, to the Rio Cicuye at about Fort
Sumner and thence up the river to Cicuye.
3.
4.
5.
Cibola,'

Ibid., 505.
Ihid" 508.
Simpf;on. J. H. t "Coronado's March in the Search of the ·Seven Cities of
and Discussion of their Probable Location/' Annual Report of the Board
of Regents of the Smithso·nian In.tit"tion for the year 1869, pages 309-840. Washington, 1871.
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Winship:" in his account of the route in the American
Explorers Series presents a map showing the path of the
expedition from Cicuye down the Pecos, over the Llano
Estacado in the southern part, the region of the salt lakes,
down the Colorado to a point south of the town of Coleman, Texas, thence north across the Brazos, the Pease, the
Red, the Canadian, and the North Canadian, into Kansas,
where he locates Quivira on the Arkansas and Kansas
Rivers. Coronado's return from Quivira was in a southwesterly direction along the old Santa Fe trail, thro'Jgh
southwestern Kansas and the extreme western part of the
Oklahoma Panhandle, into New Mexico at about Clayton,
and to Cicuye. The return of the army to Cicuye is shown
on this map to have been along the route followed in the
outward march until about midway between the headwaters
of the Brazos and the Texas-New Mexico state line, where
the army took a more direct road and marched in a northwesterly direction to the Rio Pecos, where at about Fort
Sumner the outward ro'ute is again joined.
These routes are clearly impossible. As one may easily
discern by looking at a geologic or topographic map, the
character of the country over which Winship and Simpson
assume the expedition to have passed is entirely different
from that described by Coronado and his fellow explorers.
Coronado's statement that the "plains were so vast
that I did not find their limit anywhere I went"· obviously
applies neither to the rolling plains of Kansas nor to the
typical Permian topography of western Oklahoma and west
central Texas but to the flat barren region of eastern New
Mexico and western Texas, extending from about the 32nd
parallel of latitude north to the Canadian River, and from
the Rio Pecos east to about the lOlst meridian, and known
as the Llano Estacado or Staked Plains. Furthermore the
Sa. Winship, George Parker, The Journey of Coronado. American Explorers
Series. N~w York. 1922.
6. Winship. George Parker. The Coronado Expeditwn. 1540-1542. p. 588.
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Salt Plains on the Salt Fork of the Arkansas near Cherokee,
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma, and the salt plains at other
points in western Oklahoma, are not salt lakes but salt
springs or salt marshes in the midst of rolling or rough,
broken country.
Winship's route would take Coronado close to the
Wichita Mountains in southwestern Oklahoma, and across
all the rivers of north central Texas and western Oklahoma;
yet in all the narratives it is said that no mountains were
seen and only two rivers, the Cicuye, and the one "below
Quivira," are mentioned as having been crossed.
And where, in these proposed routes, may we ask, are
the ravines?
Very slow progress should be credited to an expedition
of 1500 men, more or less, or of 30 men for that matter,
on foot and on horseback, during the hot months of May,
June, July, August and September of the year 1541, when
we consider the difficulties under which they labored, dressed in armor, with cumbersome equipment, the men having only meat for food, the horses eating only grass, with
bad water, and a guide who hoped to lead them astray in
a country where they could see only "cows and sky." It is
doubtful that the expedition marched more than one day
out of two or three and when it did move forward it probably averaged less than ten miles per day, instead of six
or seven leagues, as stated by Castaneda.' The map measurements of Winship's proposed route indicate a journey
of about 2000 miles, and of Simpson's route about 1600
miles, from Cicuye to Quivira and return. While the Spaniards have said little of their troubles and hardships, let
us be assured that they had them and that only under the
most favorable circumstances could the expedition have
penetrated to Kansas.
7.

Ibid., 507.
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Identifiable Natural Features
Simpson and Winship put Quivira on the 40th parallel
of latitude, and then attempted to construct a road from
Cicuye to that province. I propose to follow along the road
described by the explorers to see where it will lead.
The starting point is Cicuye, now known as the Pueblo
of Pecos, the ruins of which are about 25 miles southeast of
Santa Fe, on the west side of the Rio Pecos in San Miguel
County, New Mexico.
The remaining natural features along Coronado's route
to be identified are the Rio Cicuye, the plains, the salt lakes,
the ravines, the river "below Quivira," and Quivira.
From the narratives of Coronado, Castaneda and Jaramillo, the Relaci6n del Suceso, and the Relaci6n Postrera de
Sillola, I have selected quotations describing these objects.
I will identify them, and, using them as landmarks, will
trace the route out over the plains to Quivira and then back
to Cicuye.
Rio Cicuye. Castaneda, Part I,Chapter 21: "On its
return the army reached the Cicuye more than 30 leagues
below. . . the bridge they had made when they crossed
it, and they followed it up to that place. . . . The guides
said this river joined that of Tiguez more than 20 days
from here and that its course turned towards the east. . . .
As I said, the army followed the river up as far as Cicuye. . . .'''
I identify the Rio Cicuye 3S the Pecos which joins the
Rio Grande (Tiguez) about 400 miles southeast of Pecos,
and its course is to the southeast. This fits Castaneda's
description. The location of the Rio Pecos at the western
edge of the Llano Estacado is another point that serves this
identification.
The Plains. Coronado's letter of October 20, 1541,
to the King: "After 9 days march I reached some plains,
8.

Ibid.. 51,).
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so vast that I did not find their limit anywhere I went, although I travelled over them for more than 300 leagues.
. I travelled 5 days more as the guides wished to lead
me, until I reached some plains, with no more landmarks
than if we had been swallowed up in the sea, where they
[the guides] strayed about, because there was not a stone,
nor a bit of rising ground, nor a tree, nor a shrub, nor anything to go by."·
Castaneda, Part 2, Chapter 7: "In traversing 250 leagues, the other mountain range was not seen, nor a hill
nor a hillock which was three times as high as a man. Several lakes were found at intervals; they were round as
plates, a stone's throw or more across, some fresh and some
salt. . . . The country is like a bowl, so that when a man
sits down, the horizon surrounds him all around at the distance of a musket shot."'·
Castaneda, Part 3, Chapter 8: "The country they [the
cows] travelled over was so level and smooth that if one
looked at them the sky could be seen between their legs. . .
When one was near them [the cows], it was impossible to
see the ground on the other side of them. The reason for
. all this was that the country seemed as round as if a man
should imagine himself in a three-pint measure, and could
see the sky at the edge of it, about a crossbow shot from
him, and even if a man only lay down on his. back he lost
sight of the ground.""
Relaci6n Postrera de Sivola: "The country is so level
that men became lost when they went off half a league."L:1
Relaci6n del S1weso: "It was so dangerous to travel or
to go away from the camp in these plains, that it is as if
one was traveling on the sea, . . . and they are so level
9.
10.
11.
12.

Ibid.. 580. 581.
Ibid.. 527.
Ibi4 .. 543.
Ibid .. 571.
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and have no mountain or prominent landmark, that if one
went out of sight of it [the camp]-he was lost. . .'"
To prove that the plains thus described by the explorers were the Llano Estacado, we can do no better than
quote R. T. Hill:
"The Llano Estacado is a vast region so nearly level
that it has no relief perceptible to the eye. Its extreme
northwestern corner (in New Mexico) has an approximate altitude of 5000 feet, and its slope is about 8.6 feet
per mile eastward. The general flatness, which continues
up to the very brink of its surrounding escarpments, is
marked only by long swales, like the faintest troughs of
the gentler swells of the ocean, and the depressions are so
slight that their shallowness has been appropriately described by Castaneda, the historian of the Coronado expedition,
as being like a bowl, so that when a man sits down the
horizon surrounds him on all sides at the distance of a
musket shot.' ",.
Salt Lakes. Castaneda, Part 1, Chapter 21: "They
found many salt lakes on this road and there was a great
quantity of salt."'5 (Referring to the return of the army
from the ravines to the Rio Cicuye.)
Castaneda, Part 2, Chapter 7: "Several lakes were
found at intervals; they were round as plates, a stone's
throw or more across, some fresh and some salt.''''
Castaneda, Part 3, Chapter 8: "Another thing was
a heap of cow bones.
. which was found on the edge
of a salt lake in the southern part, and this in a region
where there are no people who could have made it. The
only explanation of this which could be suggested was that
the waves which the north winds must make in the lake had
13. Ibid.. 578.
14. Hill, R. T., Physical Geography 0/ the Texas Regi.on. United StateR Geowgical S"r~ev TopogTfJphic Atla. 0/ the United Stat ..., Folio No.3, Washington,
1900, p. 6.
15. Winsbip, George Parker, The Corono.do Expedition, 1540-1542, p. 510.
16. Ibid., 527.
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piled up the bones of the cattle which had died in the
lake. . . . .""
The southern part of the Llano Estacado contains
many salt lakes, the most northerly of these lakes being in
bottom of which he found a large settlement of people.''''
Bailey and Lamb Counties, Texas, and in Roosevelt County,
New Mexico. Therefore the army in returning to the Rio
Cicuye (Rio Pecos) must have marched at least as far south
as the salt lakes in these counties.
The Ravines. Castaneda, Part 1, Chapter 19: [Maldonado] "reached a large ravine like those of Colima, in the
Castaneda, Part 1, Chapter 20: "The ravine which
the army had now reached was a league wide from one side
to the other, with a little bit of a river at the bottom, and
there were many groves of mulberry trees near it. . .
Castaneda, Part 1, Chapter 21: "Many fellows were
lost at this time who went hunting and did not get back to
the army for two or three days, wandering about the
country as if they were crazy, in one direction or another,
not knowing how to get back where they started from, although this ravine extended in either direction so that, they
could find it. Every night they took account of who was
missing, fired guns and blew trumpets and beat drums and
.built great fires, but yet some of them went off so far and
wandered about so much that all this did not give them any
help, although it helped others. The only way was to go
back where they had killed an animal and start from there
in one direction and another until they struck the ravine
or fell in with somebody who could put them on the right
road. It is worth nothing that the country there is so level
that at midday, after one has wandered about in one direction and another in pursuit of game, the only thing to do is
to stay near the game quietly until sunset, so as to see where
,111

17.
18.
19,

lbid., 542.
lbid., 505.
Ibid., 507.
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it goes down, and even then they have to be men who are
practiced to do it. Those who are not, had to trust themselves to others.""
Castaneda, Part 2, Chapter 7: "There are no groves
of trees except at the rivers, which flow at the bottom of
some ravines where the trees grow so thick that they were
not noticed until one was right on the edge of them.""'
Jaramillo: "We all went forward one day to a river
which was down in a ravine in the midst of good meadows.""
Palo Duro Canon and its various branches, at the head
of the Red River, in Briscoe, Armstrong, Randall and
Swisher Counties, Texas, are the "ravines" described above.
Palo Duro Canon and Tule Canon stretch out to the northwest and to the southwest into the Llano Estacado forming a large V. It is not surprising that Coronado wandered
into it, for among other reasons, the creeks in the canons
were the first running water that he encountered after
leaving the tributaries of the Pecos, at the western edge
of the Llano.
Geologists, who have been in the State of Colima, Mexico, describe the "ravines" there as deep barrancas, or steepsided canons, eroded down through the volcanic rocks that
compose the high plateaus.
Palo Duro Canon is about 70 miles in length, has a
maximum depth of about 1000 feet, and varies in width
from a half mile to fifteen miles. Its sides are precipitous,
and its appearance in this regard caused Castaneda to say
it was like the barmncas of Colima. One is at its brink
before the chasm is noticed. Palo Duro Canon is the gem
of the plains. Its rocks are much more variegated in color
than those of the Grand Canon of the Colorado. In its
deeper parts the walls of Palo Duro are composed of brick
red clays with lenses of dazzling white gypsum, maroon,
20.
21.
22.

Ibid., 508, 509.
Ibid.• 527.
fbid .. 589.
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yellow and violet shales and grey sands, with a rim of white
caliche, the Cap Rock.
The River "below Quivira" and Quivira. Castaneda,
Part 2, Chapter 8: "Quivira is to the west of those ravines,
in the midst of the country. . . for the country is level
as far as Quivira, and there they began to see some mountain chains."23
Relacion del Suceso: . . . "after 30 days' march we
found the river Quivira which is 30 leagues below the settlements. While going up the valley, we found people who
were going hunting, who were natives of Quivira.
Francisco Vasquez went 25 leagues through these settlements, to where he obtained an account of what was beyond
and they said that the plains come to an end, and that down
the river there are people who do not plant, but live wholly
by hunting.""'
Jaramillo: . . . "on Saint Peter and Paul's day we
'reached a river which we found to be there below Quibira.
. .. . We crossed it there and went up the other side on
the north, the direction being towards the northeast.'''''
"The country is level as far as Quivira" indicates that
Quivira was on the edge of the Llano Estacado.
Apparently Coronado marched north or northeast from
the ravines (Palo Duro Canon). Only one river is mentioned as being crossed, that "below Quivira." This can
be none other than the Canadian. If Coronado had gone
to the Arkansas, he would have crossed the Canadian, the
North Canadian and the Cimarron, an experience which I
believe no explorer would have forgotten.

The March to Quivira
With the principal landmarks located I now give a
sketch of the route. It must be remembered that the Turk
23.
24.
26.

Ibid.. 528.
Ibid.. 577.
[bid.. 589.
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hoped to get the expedition lost and then let hunger and
thirst take their toll. This object could not be better accomplished than by leading the Spaniards out into the southern part of the Llano Estacado, a barren region without
water, except in the occasional salt lakes; a desert at that
time.
Leaving Pecos (Cicuye) in western San Miguel County, New Mexico, the expedition proceeded down the west
side of the Rio Pecos for three or four days. North of
Santa Rosa, in Guadalupe County, the course of the Rio
Pecos turns more to the south, but still flows in a southeasterly direction. In the vicinity of Santa Rosa the bridge
was built.
An arm of the Llano Estacado extends toward this
area and it is the divide between the Canadian and the
Pecos. This forms the most direct and convenient road to
the plains from Pecos. Crossing the river the expedition
made its way to the Llano Estacado, passed through Quay
County and northern Curry County, New Mexico, and into
Parmer County, Texas, thence across Castro County and
Swisher County to the r~wines, already identified as Palo
Duro Canon and its tributaries, of which Tule Canon is the
largest, in Briscoe, Swisher, Armstrong, and Randall Counties, Texas.
In Palo Duro Canon, or in one or more of its several
branches, the army camped, and explored the surrounding
country. Here Coronado selected 30 horsemen (and six
men on foot?) and set out for Quivira.
Jaramillo says Coronado marched to the north;"" the
Relaci6n del Suceso says the course was " by the needle ;»2,
and Castaneda states that a detour was made towards
Florida,'" Traveling north or northeast across Armstrong
and Carson Counties and into Hutchinson County or Pot26.
27.
28.

Ibid., 589.
Ibid., 577.
Ibid., 509.
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ter County the river "below Quivira" was reached on Saint
Peter and Paul's Day.
Jaramillo states that after reaching the river "below
Quivira," Coronado followed up the north bank towards
the northeast to the settlements.'" In Potter, Hutchinson,
and Roberts Counties the Canadian flows in a northeasterly
direction.
Here, then, was Quivira, on the Canadian River near
the northeastern border of the Llano Estacado in the counties of Hutchinson and Roberts, in the Texas Panhandle.
The return journey was made by way of the river
crossing, where Coronado turned west and followed along
the Canadian, keeping up out of the rough lands, on the
edge of the plains, passing the Querecho village where the
Turk first led him astray, and thence on into Cicuye.30 This
road is through Potter, Oldham, and Deaf Smith Counties,
Texas, into Quay County, New Mexico, where at the edge
of the plains it joined the outward path.

Return of the Army
We have left the army under Tristan de Arrellano in
camp in Palo Duro Canon. After Coronado's departure
the army obtained Teya guides to lead the way by the most
direct practical route ·to Cicuye. As water and food were
the practical considerations the army marched south of west
to the Rio Pecos, striking it at about the bend south of Fort
Sumner, and then northwest along the river to the bridge
into Cicuye.
Salt Lakes were encountered on the march to the Pecos.
The most northerly of the salt or alkali lakes of the Llano
Estacado are in Bailey and Lamb Counties, Texas, ano in
Roosevelet County, New Mexico. This would bring the
line of march south of Clovis. It should be noted that the
29.
30.

Ibid., 589.
Ibid., 591, 592. Narrative of J aramiUo.
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course of the Rio Pecos south of Fort Sumner in DeBaca
County, New Mexico, changes from southeast to slightly
west to south. This bend is the nearest point on the rivCl:
to the "ravines" of Palo Duro and Tule. ~
The return march of the army, therefore, was through
the counties of Swisher, Castro, Lamb, and Bailey in Texa~;,
and Roosevelt, DeBaca, and San Miguel in New Mexico.
I am aware that in outlining this route I may be in
error in some of the details. I am not familiar with the
country west of the Rio Pecos in New Mexico, and my ob.,.
servations must necessarily be confined to that part of the
journey that appears to me to have been made in what is
now the Texas Panhandle and in that part of New Mexico
east of the Pecos.
Of this much I am certain: The expedition never left
the Llano Estacado; Palo Duro Canon and its tributaries
are the only ravines that fit Castaneda's descriptions; the
salt lakes are found only in the southern Llano Estacado;
Quivira was on the Canadian or on some of its tributary
creeks at the edge of the plains.
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REVIEWS

Obregon's History of 16th Century Explorations in
Weste1'n America.-Translated, edited and annotated by
George P. Hammond, University of Southern California,
and Agapito Rey, Indiana University. Published by the
Wetzel Publishing Company, Inc., Los Angeles, Calif. 1928,
351 p.p.
This translation of the Chronicle of Baltasar Obregon
is a much wanted scholarly piece of work. As stated in
the "Introduction" by the translators: "The Chronicle will
always remain the standard contemporary account of Francisco de Ibarra and his times in the same manner that Castaneda's narrative is the principal rec0rd of the Coronado
expedition. It is a historical record of real lasting value."
The translators state further: "A faithful attempt has
been made in this translation to adhere strictly to the
thought and meaning of the original. Any translator must
seek to convey to his audience the ideas that animated the
author, rather than a mere rendering into English of his
words in about the same order. Such practice canuot be
condoned and has not been attempted. We have sought to
make the translation as readable as a faithful adherence to
the original permitted. The paragraphing, punctuation and
capitalization are our own." For which the translators be
praised. Special tribute is paid in the preface to Dr. F.
W. Hodge of the Museum of the American Indian of New
York City.
Obregon completed his Chronicle in April, 1584, in
Mexico, the city of his birth. He was then only forty years
of age. The account of happenings between 1564 and 1584,
is firsthand and therefore of chief value. However, he begins his story with the story of the Deluge as it was told
by the Aztecs and follows it with the legend that they had
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of an earthquake and eclipse of the sun which occurred on
the day of the Crucifixion on Mount Calvary in Jerusalem.
However, the history of pre-Spanish times is very brief
and is followed by an account of Cortez, Narvaez and Mendoza. He refers to the tradition that Cortez was born on
the same day as the infernal, abominable, contagious and
pernicious basilisk Martin Luther," "this perfidious opponent and enemy of our holy Catholic faith." In Chapter
III Obregon plunges into the story of Cibola, Quivira and
the Coronado Expedition. The Mizton War and other eveuts
from 1540 on are reviewed with some detail, especially the
valiant achievements of Alvarado and Cristobal de Onate
in subduing the rebellious Indians. It is with Chapter VI,
that Obregon begins to tell of the events which he either
witnessed or which were contemporary with his service under Francisco de Ibarra. It is a stirring tale interlarded
with descriptions of country, people and customs. He does
not spare the Spanish conquerors when their licentiousness
brought disaster but also accepts as true miraculous stories
brought to him and the exaggerations of the chroniclers
of Spanish history. In Chapter XXIX, Obregon I't'verts
to AlvaI' Nunez Cabeza de Vaca and his companions and in
the next chapter tells of the ruined city of Paquime and its
seven story houses. In Chapter XXXIII New Mexico and
the great Rio Salado are described. However, it is Book
II "which deals with the discoveries and explorations in
the lands and regions of San Felipe of New Mexico, Cibola,
Ciquic, Tuzayana and nearby regions, by Francisco Sanchez
Chamuscado and Antonio de Espejo and those who accompanied them." While, perhaps, nothing of material nature, is revealed of the history of these expeditions that has
not been known heretofore, yet, excellent translation makes
available to students of Southwestern history much that is
interesting and amusing, and helps to give· a clearer perspective of a period of American history that is of importance.
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The Southwestern Frontier, 1865-1881. A History of
the Coming of the Settlers, Indian Depredations, and Massacres, Ranching Activities, Operations of White Desperadoes and Thieves, Government Protection, Building of
Railways, and the Disappearance of the Frontier. By Carl
Coke Rister, Ph. D. With analytical index, bibliography,
and specially prepared maps in color to ill'ustrate the Indian campaigns, reservations, settlements, forts lines of
defence, etc., and plates. Handsomely printed in large CasIon type and handmade deckle-edged paper. 8 vo, 350 p. p.
cloth. $6.00 The Arthur H. Clark Company, Publishers,
Cleveland, Ohio.
The frontier moved steadily westward after the first
colonies were planted on the Atlantic Seaboard. A counter
movement eastward from that portion of the Far West
colonized by the Spaniards never took place although there
were Spanish expeditions which came in contact with forces from the east at a very early date. In fact, eighty years
before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, Coronado was
seeking the Quivira and in his quest penetrated almost to
the Missouri.
The building of the railroads obliterated the frontier.
From the close of the Civil War to the time that the Santa
Fe railroad system expanded into New Mexico, less than
twenty years elapsed but that was sufficient to break down
the last serious opposition of the Indians to white settlement
and to make the Far West an integral part of the Nation.
Those years were interesting ones. marked by complex
political movements and social upheavals. The book by
Dr. Carl Coke Rister, therefore, is a valuable contribution
to the summing up of the events that marked the passing
of .the Frontier. In his opening chapter he tells how immigrants poured into the Southwest after the traders of
the Santa Trail had broken the path and the Argonauts
had taken possession of California. "There were many
problems to be solved, and much work to be done, before
7
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it (The Southwest) could become the land of prosperOllS
communities and happy homes," writes the author, and in
the 300 and more pages that follow he tells vividly and
accurately how these problems were solved and difficulties
overcome. The military and land policies of the federal
government do not escape censure. "It is shown how the
federal military policy lacked cohesion. Since the energetic
campaign did not comprehend the whole of the Southwest,
the Indians soon forgot the punishment inflicted at this
time. . . . When summary punishment was inflicted on
the Indians, and they were forced to give up their claims
to the unoccupied portion of the Southwest, the ranch~rs
and farmers occupied the land. Paving the way to this
new era came the destruction of the buffaloes, the building
of railways, and the abandonment of the frontier posts.
These evidences of a changing order of things are discussed
in the closing chapters of the book."
The Southwestern Frontier in 1865 covered the area
now embraced in the states of Oklahoma, western Texas
and New Mexico. The author describes at length conditions in that region at the close of the Civil War. The Indian tribes of that vast section are enumerated and their
characteristics sketched. The building of forts and posts,
the establishment of the Overland Mail, and other episodes
of that day, are reviewed. "In respect to the New Mexico
posts there was only one of these built before the Civil
War (as protection against Indian raids). Fort Stanton
was established May 4, 1855, for the purpose of controlling
the Mescalero Apache and was situated on the Rio Bonito,
rising in the White Mountains. It was abandoned on August
2, 1861, but was reoccupied after the Civil vYar. Fort Bascom, the other post in this region, was located on the east
bank of the Canadian River in San Miguel county."
"Indian Traders and Thieves," is one chapter heading.
"The Defensive Policy," is the next chapter, telling of sudden Indian attacks on settlers and settlements and the slow-
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ness of the federal authorities to provide adequate protection. The passage of a frontier defense act by the Texas
legislature in 1866 and the raising of battalions of Texas
Rangers to protect the frontier, aroused suspicion and bitter
comment in the north and east. The appeals of the Governor of Texas for federal aid drew the comment of General Sheridan: "During the last six months, Indian depredations have taken place on the remote frontier. Their
extent is not defined as yet, but they are not very alarming, and I think that the Governor, to some extent has been
influenced by exaggerated reports gotten up, in some instances by frontier people, to get a market for their
products and in other instances by army contractors
to make money." But it wasn't long before General
Sheridan perceived that he had been misinformed concerning the conditions on the frontier, and there follo,ved
the succession of Indian campaigns that after much loss
of life and treasure finally brought the unruly Indians into
subjection. An entire chapter is given to "The Jacksboro
Indian Affair of 1871;" there follows an outline of the Indian Campaigns of 1874 to 1875 and the Indian warfare
along the Rio Grande frontier from 1865 to 1881. The war
with Victorio is given a chapter, possibly the most vivid
one in the book. "The Buffalo as a Factor in the Develop-.
ment of the Southwest," "Problems of Frontier Life," "Influence of the Cattle Industry on the Frontier," "Building
of Railways" and "Bibliography" are the remaining chapter headings that present some inkling of the interest between the covers of this excellently printed book.
This volume is prepared almost entirely from hitherto
unpublished documentary material preserved in the Records divisions of the various departments of the Federal
government, and from manuscript sources in the Library
of Congress and elsewhere, from the unpublished records
of commissioners, department commanders, officers at frontier posts, manuscript journals, official and semi-official
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letters, contemporary newspapers, etc. The Author is one
of the leading authorities and students of Southwestern
history - a contributor to various historical publications
including the Southwestern Historical Quarterly, Southwestern Political Science Proceedings, etc., professor of history, Simmons University; secretary West Texas Historical
Association. The author has spent a large amount of time
in studying available material from which to compile original maps that will present to the reader a clear understanding of the territory and conditions. These maps present the topographical features necessary to an interpretation of the difficulties of defence, the frontier settlements,
the Indian campaigns, the trails and forts.

NOTES AND COMMENT
AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Election of Dr. James Harvey Robinson of New York,
former professor of history at Columbia University, a8
president of the American Historical Association for 1929,
has been announced. He took office at the forty-third annual meeting of the association held in Indianapolis and
succeeds Professor Breasted of the University of Chicago.
Ivy Lee of New York was named chairman of the national
endowment committee which is to seek an endowment of
$1,000,000 for historical research. The chairmanship was
formerly held by the late Albert J. Beveridge. Other officers include; Vice-presidents, Prof. Evarts R. Greene of
Columbia and Prof. Ephraim Douglass Adams of Stanford;
secretary, Prof. Dexter Perkins of Rochester, N. Y.; treasurer, Charles Moore of Washington, chairman of the National Fine Arts Commission.
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MEMORIAM

CHARLES FLETCHER LUMMIS

True to his prediction that he would not live out the
year, Dr. Charles F. Lummis, a member of the Managing
Committee of The School of American Research, closed his
eyes in his last sleep, at his home in Los Angeles, on Sunday afternoon, November 25, after an existence that had
been remarkable for fullness of experience and richness
of achievement. It seems certain, that with time, the luster
of his fame will increase rather than diminish, and that
he will find a biographer who will discover in the life just
closed, one of the most vivid and interesting careers that
it was ever given a mortal to live.
It was Lummis who gave to America the slogan "See
America First," a slogan which definitely turned streams
and torrents of tourists into National Parks, to the Pacific Coast, to Florida from the great travel routes of Europe
and the Far East. It was he who with his pen made the
world realize that in the Spanish Southwest, America had
a land as alluring in its scenery, its archaeology, its history,
its romance, its ruins, as any in the Old World. Such travel
agencies as "The Detour" of the Santa Fe System, may
well ascribe to him its beginnings, and Santa Fe must thank
him for the inauguration of the movement that brought
to it a great Museum, a School of American Research, a
constantly growing flow of tourist visitors, artists, writers,
and well-to-do residents. It is due to the fact that he walked
and horsebacked and lived among the people of the Southwest for decades, that his books descriptive of their antiquities, their history, their folk-lore, their drama, are so
human and vivid and have become classics written for all
times.
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The fact that Lummis built his beautiful home in Los
Angeles with his own hands, stone by stone and beam by beam
throws a clear sidelight on his character. As the founder
of the Southwest Museum, at Los Angeles, he gave his
large collections and willed his home, in which he so often
entertained friends generously, to that Museum.
Lummis had a genius for friendship. He hated sham
and yet was romantic and idealistic to his end, despite the
rebuffs he met and the battles he fought without quarter
on either side. He broke many a Quixotic lance in behalf
of forlorn hopes and led many a victorious minority to
triumph in altruistic causes. He ever championed the
American Indian, and the Spanish American of the Southwest. He gave of himself liberally and yet knew how to
drive a close bargain, but generally on behalf of others.
He was a poet at heart, loved music, worshipped beauty.
Those who were privileged to attend the first summer
session of The School of American Research in the Rito de
los Frijoles well remember him as he sat by the campfire
at night time strumming his guitar and singing in clear
resonant voice "Mandalay" and other sentimental songs.
They will never forget his boyish enthusiasms and will
always look to him for models of vigorous writing and
realistic word painting. A year ago he visited Santa Fe
for the last time. attended the annual meeting of the Managing Committee of The School of American Research, revisiting his old haunts and bidding them farewell for he
knew that the end was not far off. This year he sent
cheerful and yet pathetic greetings to the annual meeting,
pathetic because every line breathed the homesickness for
his beloved New Mexico, for the Santa Fe he called his own
and which he adored with a passion that only those who
have spent years amidst her hills can fathom. In 1912 he
suffered an attack of blindness, the result of jungle fever
contracted in Guatemala in 1911. He recovered his eye-
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sight in the rarified atmosphere of the mountains of New
Mexico, where he had begun his explorations twenty-five
years before. As a result he published his booklet, "My
Friend Will," an analysis of the pO\ver of the human will.
His books on the history of Spanish America have become
standard, here and abroad, and at least one of them has
been translated into French as well as Spanish. He would
often work until 3 A. M., sustained by liberal libations of
strong coffee. When informed that he could not live out
the year Dr. Lummis decided that there was yet another
achievement with which to round out his eventful life. He
wished to complete his life's poems and publish them, and
sheer strength of will bent him to the task. He worked
at top speed, with the aid of Henry Herbert Knibbs, also
formerly of Santa Fe, prepared his manuscript and submitted it to his publishers and it was accepted on October
28. Usually a book taken at this late date is published the
following spring, but, knowing Dr. Lummis's condition, his
publishers hastened the work of bringing the volume out.
Thus "Bronco Pegasus," his last work, was returned from
the bindery on the 8th inst., and to get the book in Dr.
Lummis's hands before his eyesight failed, a copy was
sent to him by air mail. He was in coma for three days
before death. Funeral services for Dr. Lummis were conducted at 3 :30 p. m., Wednesday, November 28, at his home,
EI Alisal, 200 East Avenue 43, Los Angeles. The trustees
of the Southwest Museum were in charge of the funeral
arrangements.
"Who's Who" in the 1928-29 edition summarizes the
bare facts of a life rich in labor and results as follows:
Lummis, Charles Fletcher, Americanist, author, explorer; b. Lynn, Mass., Mar. 1, 1859; s. Henry and Harriet Waterman (Fowle) L.; ed. Harvard, class of 1881;
(Litt. D., Santa Clara CoIl., 1903) ; A. B., Harvard University, 1906; married three times; children - Bertha,
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Turbese, Amado (dec.), Quimu, Jordan, Keith. Edited newspaper in Ohio, 1882-84; in 1884 walked from Cincinnati
to Los Angeles, Calif., by roundabout route, purely for
pleasure, 3,507 miles, 143 days. City editor Los Angeles
Daily Times, 1885-87; lived 5 years in Indian pueblo of
Isleta, N. M., learning Indian languages and customs; travelled all over Southwest on horseback; also in Mexico,
Cenarl and S. A.; had explored continent from Canada to
Chile. Founder, and editor 1894-1909, Out West Mag.;
Librarian Los Angeles Pub. Library, June 21, 1905 - Ap.
1, 1910. Founder and pres. Landmarks Club (to preserve
historic landmarks, Calif), 1895; has preserved Missions
San Juan Capistrano, Pala and San Fernando; founder,
1902, and chmm, exec. com. Sequoya League (to make
better Indians) ; pres Warner's Ranch Indian Comm.~ which
secured better homes for 300 evicted Indians. Founder
and sec. Southwest Soc. Archaeol. Inst. America, 1903:
one of incorporators, 1906, and life memo Archaeol. Inst.
America; founder The Southwest Museum 1907, and its
unique 125 ft. tower named, "Lummis Caracol Tower;"
hon. memo Davenport (Ia) Acad. of Sciences; memo Nat.
Inst. Arts and Letters; charter regent Mus. of N. M. till
1912; memo mng. bd. and exec, com. Sch. of Am. Research;
an incorporator Modern History Records Assn; hon. memo
Calif. Writers' Club. First life memo Hidalgos of America;
1st hon. memo Hispanic Society of Calif.; 1st hon. life member Gamut Club; corr. memo Royal Acad. of Spain; knighted
by King of Spain, 1915, for researches in Spanish-American history, as comendador con place de la Real Orden de
Isabella Catolica; Socio de Honor, Casa de Espana, en
Porto Rico; corr, memo Hispanic Society of America; memo
Authors' League America. Made, since 1905, phonographic
records of 550 old Spanish songs of Southwest and 425
Indian songs in 37 langs. Author: Birch Bark Poems,
1879 (on real bark) ; A New Mexico David, 1891; A Tramp
Across the Continent, 1892; Some Strange Corners of Our

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

101

Country, 1892; The Land of Poco Tiempo, 1893; The Spanish Pioneers, 1893, 16th edit. (Spanish trans!. 1915;) The
Man Who Married the Moon, and Other Pueblo Indian
Folk-Stories, 1894; The Gold Fish of Gran Chimu, 1896;
The King of the Broncos, 1897; The Enchanted Burro.
1897; The Awakening of a Nation, Mexico To-day, 1898;
My Friend Will, 1911; Spanish Songs of Old California,
1923, 2d book, 1928; Mesa Canon and Pueblo, 1925; also
critical articles in Ency. Britannica, Ency. Americana,
The Nation, etc., and hist. and lexicographic work on Spanish America, popular science articles, stories and poems in
leading periodicals.

TRIBUTES
Brilliant, eccentric, lovable, picturesque to a degree,
sometimes startling in his unconventionality, a man whose
religion was the American Southwest, Charles F. Lummis
stamped on the past fifty years the impress of a vivid
and pungent personality which will· not be forgotten for
another half century. News of his death brings up a picture of a corduroy clad, small figure, with a red bandanna
around his head, a bundle in another handkerchief tied to
a stiCk, probably moccasins on his feet, marching along with
a preoccupied air; a striking individuality noticeable in any
crowd. His originality was sui generis, his ability to make
words sing, dance and leap was unique. He was one of
the outdoor men of the century, a frequenter of woods, deserts, cliffs and caves, mountain summits and canyon deeps,
a lover of the primitive, an apostle of simplicity. Once
he was editor of a magazine wherein his personal page was
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called "In the Lion's Den," and he could roar with indignation when occasion arose. He was untamably independent in his views and considerable of a Philistine.-Santa
Fe New Mexican.
TRIBUTE

By

JOHN STEVEN MCGROARITY

If it was so ordained that when a man passes out of
this life into the spiritual world he would appear before
the Gates of Paradise in the familiar guise by which he
was known on earth it would have been interesting to witness the arrival of Charles Fletcher Lummis at St. Peter's
watch-tower yesterday when his blithe soul had taken wing
upon the journey that leads beyond the tracery of the stars.
The folk loitering on the high ramparts of heaven
would have seen a little old fellow arrayed in corduroy,
a red sash around his waist, a soft shirt and collar, a red
cravat and a cowboy Stetson banded with leather on his
head; a little old fellow with a face tanned by sun and wind,
his eyes deep and eager, a challenge on his lips.
Mostly it would be the old pagans who would flock to
greet him, for he was essentially one of them by reason
of some strange throwback which made him so, although
he was New England born and bred and steeped in the
pools of Pilgrim tradition at his birth. He was pagan in
the way that he resented conventions and that he lived his
life in his own way. I often told him he was lawless, and
so he was. Which is to say that as far as his own life was
concerned he framed it to laws of his own. He had the
courage to do it, as many of us have not. And if he is now
and ever was to be blamed for it, let us dwell upon the fact
that if there are no pagans in heaven it must be because
there is no such place.
Not that he was without reverence for beliefs other
than his own is it fair to speak of him as I have now done.
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I knew him well and admired him tremendously. All of us
who scribble at the history and tradition of California and
the Southwest are indebted to him for inspiration. He was
the master. No other man was so steepted in our lore or
had the same embracing sympathy that he had for the
things and the people who were here before we came. The
dust of the road was not off his sandals before the Spanish
Californians had taken him to their hearts and he had taken
them to his.
He will be missed in many quarters and not the least
where scholars foregather and among whom he sat palmcrowned. There were many who loved him and, after all,
that's the best that anyone can say above a dead man's
pulseless clay. God rest his soul, and may peace be with
him.-Lo8 Angeles Times.

LUMMIS OBSEQUIES
Under the giant sycamore trees in the patio of the
home which he built with his own hands, and with Spanish troubadours playing old California folk songs which
he had gathered and translated himself, final rites for Dr.
Charles F. Lummis, author, poet, explorer and historian,
were conducted at Los Angeles on the day before Thanksgiving, November 28, 1928. While several hundred old
friends of the distinguished Californian gathered in the
patio to do him homage the Jose Arias orchestra, the band
of players Dr. Lummis had play for him many times during his life, struck up the soft strains of "Adios, Adios,
Amores." It was the favorite selection of the historian
and his friends stood with bowed heads listening to one
of the many compositions left by Dr. Lummis to California
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and the world. "La Hamaca," another Spanish number
composed by Dr. Lummis, was sung by Senora Alma Real.
When she completed the last bars of the song Joseph Scott,
close friend of the deceased, stepped before the casket in
which Dr. Lummis's body lay in state to deliver the nonsectarian address of praise. A few withered leaves from
the sycamore branches overhead drifted away on the afternoon breeze as Mr. Scott began, leaves which Dr. Lummis
had seen grow green last spring, during the course of his
final fight against an incurable disease which ended his
life after sixty-nine years of scientific research and writing. "The spirit within us is quickened as we are surrounded by the place our friend loved," Mr. Scott said.
"This immortal shrine which is the work of his own hands
covered him during the nights when he worked unceasingly
to preserve for all generations the results of his scientific
researches into the treasure lands of the Southwest. To
those of us who remain behind, his friends of many years
who have loved him, as well as for those who have had
the privilege of his recent acquaintanceship, let me urge
the need of preserving his precious work and carrying
on the ideals of his life by making this home, El Alisal,
a shrine to attract the scholar, the student, the lover of
the finer elements of life, and that we of California, where
his real heart has been all these years, can in very truth
say, 'He shall not be forgotten forevermore.' In scholarship
he opened up a new field for labor and industry and plodding perseverance. It was no bright noonday adventure,
but in the silent watches of the night, through dusty tombs
and in the remote fastnesses, far from the white civilization,
he gathered together piecemeal the threads of truth and
brought them into a cable of historical certainty that has
been the admiration of the scholars of the world. Therefore he is revered and respected far beyond the confines
of this country. His name will live for his scholarship
and courage and intellectual sanity in the high places of
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education and learning. This unique home, with the big
sycamores shading it from the white sunlight, has been the
scene of many social gatherings, which could be the envy of
most of the exclusive salons of the Old and New World.
He was of the Spartan mold in his attitude toward human
suffering. Without thinking and without a trace of weakness he faced physical adversity. He came to California
wrecked in body. Our friend literally had walked with
the Grim Reaper at his elbow during the last several
months, defiant and unafraid. His end came as he would
have wished-:--<Iuietly in his sleep, the shadow thickened
and darkness came over his mortal remains."
Two lines of honorary pallbearers formed in the patio
as Mr. Scott finished his eulogy, and Dr. Lummis's body
was escorted to Forest Lawn Cemetery for cremation. His
ashes are to be placed in a vault built in the wall of the
Spanish home at 200 East Avenue 43. At the cremation
services Dr. James A. B. Scherer, director of the Southwest Museum, which Dr. Lummis founded, read the poem,
"Top 0' the Hill," last from the pen of the writer. The
manuscript was completed when Dr. Lummis knew that
death was near and it was rushed to his publisher as part
of his last book, "Bronco Pegasus." Reading of the poem
completed the afternoon's services.
"One rests here who still was young,
Still aflame with songs unsung;
In his threescore years and ten
Lived the lives of many men;
Live to learn and learn to live-Love, achieve, keep faith, forgive,
Worked and loved-and loved it best
After work, to work for rest."
Never turned away unfed
That long hunger in his head.
Dreamed, and helped his dreams come trueThere's so much for dreams to do!
Sorrow knew in every guise-Found it came to make him wise.
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Learned from failure, all and each,
What success could never teach.
Held the old and faced the new,
Questing only for the true,
Serving the future with the past.
Turned a quiet smile at lastAs who should challenge the flickering heart:
'We had our share-did we do our part?'"

Active pallbearers for Dr. Lummis were Mr. Scott,
M. H. Newark, Harry Knibbs, R. F. Del Valle, James A.
Montgomery and Dr. Scherer.

